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Bibliographical tradition in Sri Lanka: a glimpse
into the past and the present

L. A. Jayatissa”

Abstract

One of the major services expected of a national library is the provision of bibliographic
information related to the country’s literary output generated in the form of publications. Sri
Lanka inherits a cherished history of libraries interwoven with scholarship dating back to
the ancient times, yet the systematic bibliographic traditions evolved since the last quarter
of the 19" century. At present, the National Library of Sri Lanka Provides a satisfactory
bibliographic coverage of the national output. However, it is questionable whether the
National Library bibliographic databases are exhaustively covering the national literary
output, as it is not receiving all publications required to be deposited in it under the legal
deposit law. Harnessing of the bibliographic information compiled by the National Library
by other libraries may not take place to its fullest potential due to nonactivation of the Z39.50
information retrieval application protocol. If this feet could be achieved, it would enable
all libraries in Sri Lanka to offer a higher quality bibliographic information service while
relieving the library technical staff from attending to classification and cataloguing duties
at least partially, enabling them to devote more time on reader services. It will also enhance
the value of the bibliographic services provided by the National Library thus increasing its
claim for requirement of funds etc.

Keywords: Bibliography, National — Sri Lanka; Bibliographic tradition — Sri Lanka;
National Library and Documentation Services Board; National Library — Sri Lanka

* Former Librarian, University of Kelaniya



1. Bibliographic heritage of Sri Lanka

1.1  Libraries in Sri Lanka - up to the introduction of printing

The advent of Buddhism in Sri Lanka in the 3™ century B.C. marks the growth of intellectual
tradition in the country. The art of writing, the vital prerequisite for any bibliographical
activity has been known in use in the island since then (Ranasinghe, 1994). Sri Lanka also
had a high reputation for the availability of copies of Buddhist texts which attracted foreign
scholars. Foreign scholar monks such as Ven. Buddhghosa and Ven. Fa-hien have arrived
in the country in search of Buddhist texts believed to be held in Buddhist monasteries.
Buddhist monasteries and other centers of learning experienced destructions due to foreign
invasions, infighting among local rulers and other natural factors such as famine. Damages
inflicted by early aggressors from India to Buddhist places of worship could be visualized
by the following observations made by H.C.P. Bell, the first Archaeological Commissioner
in the country: “ The indescribable confusion in which the fragments were found heaped
one upon another, and the almost entire wreck of the railing, leave little room for doubt that
this unique relic of Ceylon Buddhist architecture must have perished under the ruthless
destruction of those invaders from South India at whose door lies the mutilation and ruin of
the best works of the sculptor's art in Anuradhapura’ (Bell,1892). Over the time spanning
from the Anuradhapura period to the Kotte period, native religious institutions suffered
intermittent destructions caused by various foreign forces. Describing the way how the
Portuguese invaders caused destruction to the local cultural heritage, De Silva observes as
follows: “In their zeal for proselytization, they ruthlessly destroyed Buddhist and Hindu
temples and handed viharagam and devalagam over the Roman Catholic orders... In Sri
Lanka the Portuguese record of religious persecution, coercion, and mindless destruction
of places of worship sacred to other faiths was unsurpassed in its scale and virulence”
(DeSilva, 1981, p. 128). Therefore, it could be naturally expected to flourish a rich library
tradition, perhaps augmented by bibliographic sources, yet there is no credible evidence left
to prove the existence of bibliographic practices during the period up to the introduction of
printing in the country.

1.2 Libraries in Sri Lanka - in the modern era

Libraries in Sri Lanka in the modern era could be traced back to 1813, when the United
Services Library was established with the focus on the needs of the armed forces (Corea, 1975,
p.14). The first library aimed for the public, the Pettah Library was established in 1829,
followed by two significant milestone — establishment of the Colombo National Museum
Library in 1877 and the University College library in 1920. The Colombo Public Library
was established in 1925 by the merging of the Colombo Library and the Pettah Library.
Describing the emergence of bibliographic tradition in Sri Lanka, Ranasinghe mentions that
it could have started after the seventeenth century as per the records available for perusal
at present (Ranasinghe,1994, p. 79). Publication of the first printed book in the country
entitled “Singleesch Gebeede-Boek™ in 1737 is also a significant landmark in this landscape.
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2. Emergence of bibliographic practices in Sri Lanka

According to the information published by the Department of National Archives, the
concept of archiving has been exercised by Sri Lankan kings during the period around the
18" century. Citing Macdowall, it is mentioned that there was an officer designated “Maha
Mohotti” (Chief Secretary) who maintained the Kandyan Palace Archives during the 18th
century and the first decade of the 19th century. The systematic archives keeping in the
country has been introduced by the Dutch, and the Archives was housed in Galle from 1640.
In 1901, the post of Archivist was created by the British. It became a separate government
department after the granting of Dominion status to Sri Lanka in 1947. (Department of
National Archives, 2016).

The first catalogue published in the country is reported to be the “Catalogue of the Library”
prepared by Richard Van Cuylenburg, the Librarian of the Colombo Museum. This was
published in 1877 (Ranasinghe, 1994, p. 88). Since then, several print catalogues covering
the Colombo Museum collections, the Royal Asiatic Society, Sinhala printed books in the
Library of the British Museum etc. appeared in the period up to the first decade of the 20"
century. During this early period one serious issue faced by the compilers of catalogues may
had been the lack of rules and guidelines in preparing and organizing basic bibliographic
records for items such as books and journal articles. This situation could be visualized by
going through the sample bibliographic record shown in figure 1.

ABAYANAIKA, J -

Bouddha Stottraya, Buddhist prayer (Sinhalese). Galle, 1886
Drushti Darpanaya: a brief comparison of the lives, doctrines, &
C., of Gautama Buddha and Jesus Christ (Sinhalese). Galle, 1885

Another edition (Sinhalese). Galle,1890

Figure 1 — Sample record taken from the Catalogue of the Colombo Museum
Library, part 2: printed books, compiled by Gerard A Joseph in 1894.
(Reproduced from Ranasinghe, Piyadasa. (1994). Sri Lanka National Bibliography: a
historical and critical study).

3. Development of bibliographic tools in the international perspective

Preparation of catalogues, bibliographies and indexes requires some form of specific
guidance to identify essential bibliographic items, select classification numbers and subject
headings, to control the organization of items in a prescribed uniform manner and to ensure
consistent practice. Therefore, the availability of internationally accepted rules, codes and
systems become an indispensable prerequisite for sound bibliographic practices. When
considered in a chronological perspective, the emergence of catalogue codes in western
countries could be identified as the beginning. Publication of the “91 rules” prepared by
Antonio Panizzi in 1841 signals the emergence of catalogue codes (Bakewell, 1972). Since
then, a series of bibliographic tools which includes classification schemes, catalogue codes,
standards for bibliographic descriptions, lists of subject headings, indexing systems etc. had
been developed by national libraries, library associations and leading LIS professionals.
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Some of the most noteworthy tools which are relevant in the context of this discussion are
listed in the chronological order of emergence:

. 1841 91 rules by Antonio Panizzi
e 1876 Cutter’s Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue
e 1876 The Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) Scheme by Mel

ville Dewey

e 1902-1907 The Universal Decimal Classification Scheme by Paul Otlet
and Henry
La Fontaine

e 1909 —-1914 The Library of Congress List of Subject Headings
e 1933 Chain Indexing System by Dr. S.R. Ranganathan
e 1967 Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules (AACR)
e 1968 Preserved Context Indexing System (PRECIS) by Derek
Austin
e 1973 International Standard Book Description — ISBD(G)
4. Historical background of the publication of the Sri Lanka national
bibliography

A national bibliography is an essential bibliographic tool which presents the history of the
nation through its records of the national imprints. Records in the national bibliography reveal
the literary, socio-economic, and technological situation as well as historically important
other trends in that country in a particular period. Bibliographies facilitate access to desired
literature in any given field of study. The national bibliography is a comprehensive and
authoritative source to the published literature of that country which could be regarded as
an essential tool to identify desired information needed.

One of the major pre-requisites for the compilation of a national bibliography is the receipt
of copies of publications worthy of inclusion in it, at a designated national institution.
This initial legal framework required was set in motion with the enactment of the Printers
and Publishers Ordinance No. 1 of 1885. Under this Ordinance, it was required to deposit
“five printed or lithographed copies of the whole of every book which shall be printed or
lithographed in Ceylon”. It was also required to maintain “A catalogue of Books Printed in
Ceylon” which includes details such as the title of the book with its translation into Sinhala,
the language in which the book is written, the name of the author, translator, or editor, the
subject, place of printing and the place of publication, name of the printer and the publisher,
number and size of sheets, price etc. It was also required to publish the information compiled
in each quarter in the Government Gazette (Ceylon, Printers and Publishers Ordinance,
1885, p.1). Under the interpretations, the term book was defined as follows: “book ” includes
every volume, part or division of a volume, and pamphlet, in any language, and every sheet
of music, map, chart, or plan separately printed or lithographed; but shall not include
any publication which consists merely of a price list, sale catalogue, annual report, trade
circular, or trade advertisement”. This section was published as the “Statement of books
printed in Ceylon and registered under the” Printers and Publishers Ordinance, No. 1 of
1885 as a quarterly supplement to the Ceylon Government Gazette (Goonetileke, 1970,
p-XXXII)
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Publication of the national bibliography commenced mainly due to the efforts of the
UNESCO National Commission in Sri Lanka. In 1952 it has appointed a sub-commission
on national bibliography consisting of Sir Ivor Jennings, Messrs G.P Enright, D.C.G.
Abeywickrema, J.H.C. Paulusz and H.A.J. Hulugalla. This sub-commission has
recommended the modifications necessary for the Section V of the Government Gazette
and about the establishment of an organization that would deal with the publication of
the national bibliography (Senadeera, 1975, p. 108). The UNESCO Commission also was
instrumental in obtaining the services of Mr. A.J. Wells, the Founding Editor of the British
National Bibliography, during the period October 1962 to March 1963 for initial organizing
of the compilation and publication of the national bibliography. Accordingly, the Ceylon
National Bibliography (CNB) commenced publication with the November 1962 issue
brought out in April 1963. Sri Lanka had the distinction of becoming one of the first Asian
countries to publish the national bibliography (Ranasinghe, 1992, p. 8). In comparison, the
British National Bibliography commenced publication in 1950. During the initial period
spanning from 1962 to 1979, publication of the Ceylon National Bibliography was handled
by the Department of National Archives. Yet the publication lagged, and in 1979, the
Department published the volume 11, nos. 1 — 12 covering the year 1973. During this period
the frequency and currency of the bibliography remained in a highly irregular pattern.

8 com e R dndded ored s
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PART V — QUARTERLY STATEMENT OF BOOKS

BOOKS PRINTED IN SRI LANKA AND REGISTERED UNDER THE PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS
ORDINANCE (CHAP. 179)
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F-i'gure 2 — Part V of the Government Gazette

Figure 3 -A specimen page carrying title, language, author, subject and place of printing
details.
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(Note : Bibliographic details were printed in columns spread over two facing pages (Verso
and recto). the specimen page shown in figure 3 (the verso page) contained the above
information, while the facing (recto) page carried the names of the printer and the publisher,
the issue date, number of pages/sheets, size of the publication, the editiin number, number
of copies produced and whether printed or lithographed)

Establishment of the Ceylon National Library Services Board (CNLSB) in 1970 denotes
a landmark event in the cultural landscape of the country. In 1973 the compilation of the
national bibliography was entrusted to the Board. However, the Board had the dual role of
bringing out the lapsed previous issues of the CNB and to publish the current bibliography.
From this point onwards ephemeral materials such as trade catalogues, telephone directories
were excluded from the CNB. Furthermore, the CNLSB has decided to include books on Sri
Lanka published abroad and books published by Sri Lankan authors, in addition to the items
received through the legal deposit system.

With the implementation of the ISBN system, the Board got the opportunity to obtain
bibliographic details of forthcoming publications, thereby facilitating the inclusion of
details of forthcoming publications in the national bibliography. It had also published the
retrospective bibliography for the time periods 1737 to 1940 and 1962, covering Sinhala,
Tamil, and English publications.

Currently, the bibliographic standard of the bibliography ensured with the use of the DDC
231 edition, the AACR 2" edition, and the Library of Congress list of subject headings.

2 Issues affecting the comprehensiveness of the national bibliography
5.1 Noncompliance of legal deposit rule by printers

As per the provisions made under the Printers and Publishers Ordinance No. 1 of 1885, all
printers of publications are required to deposit five copies of their output at the Department
of National Archives. Printers who violate this requirement could be imposed with a fine
not exceeding Rupees 2,500/= as per the provisions made in the Printers and Publishers
(Amendment) Act No. 27 of 1983. The discussions the writer had with the officials of
the Bibliographic Control Division (BCD) of the National Library revealed that there are
instances where printers failing to handover five copies of their publications. This prevents
the National Library from assembling an exhaustive collection of the country’s literary
output and in preparing the national bibliography covering the total publications output of
the country. One possible reason for this situation could be the higher price of publications
concerned and the resultant loss to be borne by the printer in supplying five copies free
of charge. This issue could be minimized by reducing the number of copies required for
deposition and / or increasing the penalty for non-compliance.
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5.2 Lack of cooperation of the government sector publishers

Various government ministries, departments and other government and semi government
institutions produce publications essential for inclusion in the national bibliography. For
example, the Department of Cultural Affairs publishes important books periodically.
However, the usual practice seems to be the distribution of copies among a selected
community of recipients. Sometimes, these publications may be available for sale at the
Government Publications Bureau or the sales outlet of the concerned institution. This
creates a situation where libraries more often losing the opportunity to obtain at least a
copy of these publications during the relatively short period they are available for purchase.
Furthermore, it was revealed that the National Library not receiving a bulk of government
publications thereby depriving the opportunity to build an exhaustive national collection.
Furthermore, it yields to non-inclusion of bibliographic information pertaining to such items
in the national bibliography, possibly depriving other libraries and citizens the opportunity
to become aware of the existence of such publications.

5.3 Lack of cooperation of learned societies, institutions etc.

Learned societies and institutions are the other segment of publishers who publish important
books, journals, pamphlets etc. The Royal Asiatic Society, The Institute of Engineers in Sri
Lanka, The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Sri Lanka, are some such organizations.
One of the best examples to be mentioned here in the international arena is the American
Chemical Society which publishes five out of the twenty-five highest rankings journals as
ranked by Scimago (Scimago, 2022). Publications coming under this category are usually
in-depth scholarly content useful in given specific subject area. According to this writer’s
experiences at the University of Kelaniya Library for nearly four decades, the lack of
bibliographic tools to find out the availability of useful current publications becomes a
formidable drawback in developing scholarly collections.

Therefore, deposition of publications of learned societies, institutions etc. under the copyright
law not only ensures the availability of such publications at least in the National Library, but
also links bibliographic information with relevant libraries.

5.4 Postgraduate theses and other research related publications

Availability of bibliographic information pertaining to research output and ongoing research
is of critical importance to the socio-economic development of the country. It avoids the
duplication of research, thereby saving manpower and other resource inputs devoted for such
purposes. It could also ensure the continuity of research activities from the point where it is
stopped at any given moment. One of the key areas in this aspect is the postgraduate theses
submitted in universities. Although there is a directory of postgraduate theses compiled by
the National Library and a separate database giving access to current information, it lacks
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comprehensive coverage. It covers a miniscule of the actual national output! As per the
interviews the writer had with the BCD staff, the library has received less than 20 theses in
any given year, whereas even the total MPhil, MD and PhD degrees awarded in the country
in 2021 was 790, as shown in the Table 1.

Table 1 — Postgraduate output in Sri Lanka — 2021

Number of degrees awarded
1,677

4,585

171

442

177

7,052

(Source: Sri Lanka university statistics — 2021, P. 98)

6. Bibliographic information on ongoing research

The National Science Foundation (NSF), (successor institution to the Natural Resources,
Energy, and Science Authority of Sri Lanka (NARESA) established in 1981, which in turn
succeeded the National Science Council set up in 1968) deals to some extent the social
sciences and humanities disciplines, as the mandated primary focus being on the science and
technology areas. Therefore, the social sciences and humanities areas could not be expected
to be covered adequately by the NSF. The most relevant national authority in this respect is
the National Library and Documentation Services Board.

Research and development (R&D) are one major contributing factor affecting the progress
of any country. In enquiring how developed countries achieve that stage, one attribute could
be identified as the high priority these societies attribute in R&D domain, which is evident
for the high percentage of the GDP allocated for R&D work. As per the World Bank data,
percentage GDP spending on R&D for the year 2020 for Sri Lanka was 0.13 whereas the
corresponding figures for Germany (3.14), Japan (3.26), United States (3.45) and Israel
(5.44) with at least 25 times higher spending rates than our country (World Bank, 2022).
This shows the higher significance attributed to research by developed countries.

The Sri Lankan research community comprised of several key sectors as follows:

e Dedicated government institutions such as the Tea Research Institute, Industrial
Technology Institute, Agrarian Research and Training Institute etc.

e Universities and Postgraduate institutes affiliated to universities

e Private sector business organizations

e Private sector nonprofit organizations

Availability of bibliographic information related to ongoing research is advantageous to the
research community in several ways as follows:
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e [t will enable the research community to identify the areas of current research and
gaps in research

e Ability to identify fellow researchers engaged in subject areas like one’s own area,
and to share research experiences and practices

e To find out best practices

7. Role of the National Library as the National Bibliographic
Information Clearinghouse

The Bibliographic Control Division (BCD) of the National Library and Documentation
Center is entrusted with the compilation of the national bibliography. After receipt of legal
deposit copies from the Department of National Archives, BCD prepares bibliographic
records pertaining to each item received, conforming to the full bibliographic details as
described in the AACR2. This database could be accessed through the Internet. A random
check on the availability of catalogue records for new publications received in the BCD
in the month of September 2022 revealed that it is mostly up to date. In a backdrop of
human resource and other resource constraints, this could be mentioned as a commendable
situation.

However, this writer is of the view that the great effort made in preparing the national
bibliography and the database is grossly unutilized, as the bibliographic records available
in the KOHA catalogue could not be copy-pasted to catalogues of individual libraries in
the country due to nonactivation of the Z39.50 information retrieval application protocol
(Hettiarachchi, 2022). It may be due to some technical or administrative issues beyond
the control of the ICT division of the National Library, yet could be interpreted as a big
drawback, which needs immediate rectification.

Based on the information provided by the BCD, the usual average total number of books
published in Sri Lanka in three main languages appears to be less than 5,000 (Table 2) and
the total number of libraries in the country is close to 9,000 (Table 3).

Table 2 — Number of publications received in the NLDSB under the legal deposit scheme

Year Sinhala English
2018 3,226 794
2019 3,221 536

2020 2,065 )
(Source — Data supplied by the BCD —02.10.2022)

35



Table 3 — The distribution of libraries according to the categorization of the NLDSB -

2021
Category Number
School libraries 6,597
Public libraries 1,176
University libraries 58
Special libraries 66
Department libraries 34
Pirivena libraries
Technical training college libraries 27
Technical college libraries 38
Cultural center libraries
Total

(Source — Data supplied by the BCD — 02.10.2022)

If complete catalogue records of local publications could be copy-pasted in individual
library databases, it would be beneficial to the whole library community in Sri Lanka as
well as the National Library. Some of the prominent benefits could be identified as follows:

8.

Library staff of participating libraries need not to devote a lot of time for
classification, cataloguing and preparing subject headings etc. individually for
locally published material. Rather, they could copy-paste relevant data and the
saved time could be used to attend to reader services

Libraries may not require expensive bibliographic tools such as the Dewey
Decimal Classification, AACR etc. individually.

Libraries could ensure a higher standard and consistency in bibliographic databases
across the library system in the country.

It takes minimum time to offer up to date library catalogues reflecting library
collections

It eliminates the duplication of classification, cataloguing and subject indexing
work for local publications by professionals in the entire library system in the
country thereby saving a large sum of money, possibly running into millions of
rupees annually spent on human resources employed in library technical services.
For example, if it could save meagre Rs. 1,000 per month of labour charge per a
library and if the service is used by 1,000 libraries, then the net savings accrued
is equal to (1,000 X 1,000 X 12) a whopping twelve million rupees annually! The
National Library could claim this sum as the value of the bibliographic services
rendered to the nation and reach a better bargaining position especially when it
comes to the allocation of funds.

Conclusion

The concepts of libraries and scholarship are interwoven, and deep rooted in the cultural
landscape of Sri Lanka. Therefore, bibliographic tradition could not be considered as an
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alien phenomenon. During the few decades elapsed since the establishment of the CNLSB,
there had been a commendable development in the provision of bibliographic information
services by the National Library. Due to noncompliance of the provisions made in the
Printers and Publishers Ordinance, a significant proportion of publications published by
Government sector organizations, non-government sector organizations and commercial
publishers are not received by the National Library. From a different perspective, the core
bibliographic activity, namely the provision of bibliographic information pertaining to the
national literary output to the library community in the country has not reached its full level
of functioning. All needed inputs are in place and the key to open its services to the library
community rests in the ICT domain. It is the fervent hope of this writer to see the complete
opening of the doors of the Bibliographic Control Division to the cyber space as discussed
above thereby offering a major service expected of the national library to its fullest potential.
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Guidelines for the Compilation of National Bibliographies

Dr. G. D. Amarasiri’

Introduction

Definitions of national bibliographies are described in many publications. Among these,
definitions given in IF LA publications are especially important. Following are some
definitions of national bibliographies:

“A current national bibliography is a mirror that reflects the culture of a country. By looking
at the current national bibliography one is able to learn about the uniqueness of a country.
The emphasis on agriculture and technology, the make up of its society through its various
language publications, particular customs and ceremonies important in the life of the nation,
the importance of education, literature and science, prominent literary authors of the time
and political, social and religious trends within a country are all discernible. A current
national bibliography should reflect the interests and unique characteristics of a country
much as a mirror reflects the uniqueness of an individual” (Bell, 1998)

“The ideal (current national) bibliography is conceived as a complete listing of all books,
documents, pamphlets, serials and other printed matter published within the bounds of a
single country and within the time limits of the previous year or less” (Conover, 1955)

A number of international conferences were organized on the national bibliographies. They
are the conference organized by UNESCO in 1950, the conference organized by UNESCO
in cooperation with the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IF LA) in 1977 and the conference organized by IF LA in November 1998. A number
of recommendations were derived from these conferences and these recommendations
influenced considerably to the structure of national bibliographies throughout the world.

The ‘common practices for National Bibliographies in the Electronic Age’ compiled by IFLA
Bibliography Standing Committee (2021 Revision) has mentioned the basic objectives of
national bibliographies as follows :

“Three main objectives have been traditionally assigned to national bibliographic services.
The first is to assist cost effective cataloguing in libraries. The second is to facilitate libraries
in their selection and acquisition activities. The third is to further information searching and
retrieval for document supply. These objectives are still valid. What is changing today is
the environment in which such objectives are implemented” (Vitiello, 1999)

*  Former Director, National Library and Documentation Services Board



The above guideline further mentions that a complete and timely national bibliography is
an important information source both in a national context as well as international context
regarding the selection and acquisition in libraries and similar institutions, cataloguing
(both directly for copy cataloguing or linking and indirectly for cataloguing support) and
verification of authorship and publication history. As mentioned in the above IFLA guideline
the above mentioned conferences introduced some recommendations for the development
of national bibliographies. These recommendations made a considerable impact for the
improvement of national bibliographies in the world.

Key recommendations of conference on the improvement of bibliographic services, 1950.

Emphasized that the national bibliography should not be a single listing, but a coherent
system of bibliographies that act together to document and register publications in a
particular country.

National bibliographies should include lists of books and pamphlets published and
sold in each country together with audio visual materials

Only important articles should be registered in periodical indexes.

Directories of institutions and firms selling documents in the country in question
should be established.

Instructions concerning the publication of printed national bibliographies.

Key Recommendations of UNESCO/IFLA international congress on national bibliographies

- 1977

the national bibliography is defined as: “the cumulation of the authoritative
and comprehensive records of the national imprint of a country, published in a
printed form (and/or produced in other physical form, such as catalogue cards,
machine-readable types) regularly, and with least possible delay.”

The “national imprint” is defined as “the product of the national publishing
industry” i.e. it is the home country of the publisher that determines where a
publication should be registered.

The national bibliography must secure the basic authoritative registration of a
country’s imprint including authority control of personal names and corporations.
The (national bibliographic) agency may... determine that the national
bibliography should include not only the records of the national imprint but
also certain other categories of material. These generally relate specifically
to the country and can be considered part of the national collection, that
is, all publications relating to any aspect of the country’s cultural, historical,
geographical and linguistic environment.”

As a minimum, records for monographs and first issues and title changes of
serials, including official publications of the national imprint; and other categories
should be included.

Records should be created as rapidly as possible to meet the requirements of
the national library community and the resources of the national bibliographic
agency

Registration should be in accordance with the international cataloguing and
classification rules and there should be compatibility between the bibliographic
formats used both nationally and internationally
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e A country’s national bibliography is an essential component of the wider activity
of universal bibliographic control (UBC) and it is important to be able to
exchange and reuse bibliographic data.

The selection criteria for a national bibliography.

The level of cataloguing required for a national bibliography.

Instructions concerning the publication of printed national bibliographies.

The optional electronic publication of the national bibliography and the potential
inclusion of national bibliographic data in an international database.

National Bibliographic Agency

According to the ‘Common Practices for National Bibliographies in the Electronic Age
compiled by IFLA Bibliographic Standing Committee, the national bibliographic agency
(NBA) is “the organizational unit established within a country’s library system, which
undertakes responsibility for the preparation of the authoritative and comprehensive
bibliographic records for each new publication issued in the country, making the records in
accordance with accepted international bibliographic standards and publishing them with
the shortest possible delay in a national bibliography, which appears on a regular basis”
(International Federation of Library Associations, IFLA International office for UBC, and
UNESCO, 1979)

the above IFLA guidelines point out that agencies undertaking the national bibliographic
function may be designated by a variety of names and organized in accordance with a range
of administrative structures, €. g.:

e adepartment, division, or section of a national library.
e A processing centre serviced by multiple specialist national libraries.
e A national bibliographic centre (or institute)

Normally the national bibliographic agency is assigned the responsibility for the maintenance
of bibliographic standards. National bibliographic control is the responsibility of the national
bibliographic agency. National library is considered the most appropriate place to locate
the national bibliographic agency. The IFLA section on national libraries has defined the
tasks of national libraries. According to this definition provision of central services such as
reference, bibliography, preservation and lending is one of the tasks of national libraries.

In taking into consideration the tasks carried out, national libraries can be considered as the
most appropriate place to set up the national bibliographic agency. Many national libraries in
the world receive publications under the legal deposit law. Legal deposit legislation in many
countries give strong support to maintain national bibliographies successfully The above
IFLA document also points out that a national bibliographic agency may be established
as an independent agency. There are examples of successful independent bibliographic
agencies. However, there may be a lack of authority and resources required to maintain
successful bibliographic services. It can be identified that the responsibility for national
bibliographic control is distributed among different institutions. For example, the national
library is responsible for print material and film and television institutions are responsible
for audiovisual material. In some countries, legal deposit copies are received by several
libraries. It is clear that a single institution cannot collect all. Therefore, collaboration among
institutions is needed.
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Users of National Bibliographies

the Guidelines for Subject Access in National Bibliographies compiled by the working group
on guidelines for subject access by national bibliographic agencies of the classification and
indexing section of IFLA 2011 has pointed out the different users of national bibliographies.
According to the guidelines, these users include end users, librarians, book trade agencies,
right management organizations and software. The category of end users includes formal
and informal groups and corporate bodies. According to the guidelines the national
bibliography should be considered an important information resource for the general public
because it gives access to a segment of the national cultural heritage. Librarians include
cataloguers, acquisitions librarians, collection development librarians, reference librarians,
legal deposit managers, preservation librarians and those who manage digitization projects.
Book trade includes commercial and non-commercial publishers including government and
official publishers and booksellers. Agencies include funding agencies and government
agencies. In addition to human users of electronic national bibliographies, there is computer
software that directly accesses bibliographic records.

Classification Schemes for National Bibliographies

The Guidelines for Subject Access in National Bibliographies prepared by IFLA
recommend the adoption of subject classification schemes for the arrangement of the
national bibliographies. According to the guidelines, the advantages of using classification
schemes include a systematic overview of knowledge, logically improved subject browsing
facilities, making it easy to zoom in and out on specific subjects and explicit relations
between concepts. The guidelines mention that the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC)
and the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) are widely used in national bibliographies.
The guidelines also mention the Library of Congress Classification (LCC) and automatic
indexing. Automatic indexing refers to indexing using computer algorithms. The guidelines
also recommend other subject access tools. These include content enriched data such as
content notes, summaries/abstracts, tables of contents, sample text and other publication-
related information such as reviews.

Indexing Policies for National Bibliographies

According to the guidelines for subject access in national bibliographies prepared by IFLA
an indexing policy is a document describing how subject access is given to different kinds of
resources listed in a national bibliography. It is intended for the people doing the indexing
as well as for the users of national bibliographies. The guidelines further mention that it
is desirable to keep the policy as clear and easy as possible and it should be realistic and
sustainable.

Following are the recommendations given in the above guidelines relevant to indexing
policies of national bibliographies:

Recommendations relevant to communicating the indexing policy.

e Keep the indexing policy clear and easily understandable to all user groups.

e Publish the policy for internal and external use and publish the latter on the web,
in the language chosen by the national bibliographic agency and possibly in
English if the language is not English.
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Recommendations relevant to the content of the indexing policy.

Indicate what subject access tools are used

Indicate what kinds of resources are indexed.

Indicate the level and specificity of indexing.

Try to keep the indexing policy consistent over time to ensure uniform access to
resources.

e Update the indexing policy every time any changes are introduced and show
clearly the period each policy covers.

Bibliographic content standards

‘The common practices for national bibliographies in the electronic age prepared by IFLA
explains bibliographic content standards. Content standards specify which information is
to be recorded and how it is to be presented. The guidelines also mention that the national
bibliographic agency should ensure that their metadata is created according to a recognized
bibliographic description standard. Itis the responsibility of the national bibliographic agency
to create extensive records of its national imprint as recommended by 1977 Paris conference
and affirmed by the 1998 Copenhagen international conference on national bibliographic
services. The IFLA Bibliography Standing Committee Working Group recommended four
potential levels of description. They are (1) authoritative (2) comprehensive, (3) enhanced
(4) basic. IFLA also recommends that the national bibliographic agency retain standard
identifiers such as ISBN and ISSN whenever associated with resources.

IFLA guidelines mention the national examples of indexing level policies in several countries
for example, three levels of cataloguing (high, medium and brief) are used in the Australian
National Bibliography. Four levels (full, core, minimal and abbreviated) have been used
in Canada since 1996. The (Czech National Library defines three basic levels of subject
cataloguing (enhanced, minimal and sub-minimal.)

Exclusion of Digital Resources

‘The common practices for National Bibliographies in the Electronic age’ prepared by IFLA
has pointed out the categories and formats of digital resources which are excluded by some
national bibliographic agencies. According to the above document, this list may be of use
to other national bibliographic agencies developing or revising their own selection policies.
These categories and formats include software applications (Apps), bulletin boards, chat
rooms, cookies, databases primarily containing statistical and other raw data, duplicates
of print and other analogue resources, emails, games, informal or incomplete resources,
newsgroups, organizational records, retail/advertising sites, theses/dissertations. However,
some bibliographic agencies are concerned about scientific research that is only captured in
datasets. Some bibliographic agencies consider newspapers and theses and dissertations of
great importance.
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Presentation of National Bibliography

The Guidelines for National Bibliographies in the Electronic Age compiled ty IFLA Working
Group on Guidelines for National Bibliographies is an important document which contains
guidelines for national bibliographies. This document describes about the presentation of
national bibliographies. The currency of the national bibliography is an important factor.
Currency is dependent on the timely deposit of publications by the publisher. The national
bibliographic agency has a responsibility to process these publications without delay.
The national bibliographic agencies must take action to maintain the currency of national
bibliography.

Media for Delivery

The above guideline has mentioned the media for the delivery of the national bibliography.
The recommendations focus on print publications rather than online products. The
guidelines also mention that paper remains widely used and printed national bibliographies
can still deliver an effective service. Microfiche is expensive to produce and distribute and
inconvenient to use. The guidelines further mention that electronic access support resource
discovery through the distribution of information retrieval interface via handheld or online
media. According to the guidelines the findings and recommendations of the European
National Libraries project on CD-ROM were widely used in the production of national
bibliographies on CD-ROM. In addition, online access is becoming the preferred means of
access to the national bibliography.

Legal Deposit

The Guidelines for National Bibliographies in the Electronic Age compiled by IFLA
has explained the importance of legal deposit legislation in the compilation of national
bibliographies. According to the guidelines, the most effective way of collecting the
national output for most countries is the legal deposit. The guideline further mentions that
a legal deposit is a statutory obligation imposed on publishers, distributors, and, in some
countries, printers to give copies of publications to the national collection. Experiences
show that a discrete legal deposit act is more effective than legislation that forms a small part
of another legislative matter. Recommendation 3 of the international conference on national
bibliographic services points out the importance of introducing legal deposit legislation for
countries presently without such legislation as follows :

“The vital importance of legal deposit in ensuring that the cultural and intellectual heritage
and linguistic diversity of the nation is preserved and made accessible for current and future
users”

The IFLA/UNESCO guidelines for legal deposits provide very useful information and
recommendations on legal deposits. IFLA recommends that legal deposit laws should
include mechanisms for enforcement. The national bibliographic agency needs the support
of the law to fulfil its responsibilities. IFLA guidelines mention that publications should
be deposited as soon as possible after publication in order to ensure the timeliness of the
national bibliography.
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Purpose and scope of National Bibliography

According to the guidelines for National Bibliographies in the Electronic
Age prepared by IFLA, a national bibliography may serve one or more purposes as follows :

e Alist of country’s publications to support the country’s political or cultural goals
or national or national identity.

e A comprehensive list of all titles published in a country, to provide a record of
their existence and to identify them unambiguously.

e A comprehensive list of all publications for statistical purposes, for use in
monitoring publishing as a cultural industry.

e A partial list of significant titles published in a country, for specialized uses or
clients.

e A current awareness service to alert readers when publications in their sphere of
interest are published in the country.

e Aretrospective record of the publishing history of a country during the course of
the country’s history.

National Bibliography Number

The guideline for national bibliographies in the electronic age explains about National
Bibliography Number (NBN). The national bibliography number is not yet a formal
standard. According to the guideline, the purpose of national bibliographies number is
to enable persistent resource identification. The guidelines recommend that the national
bibliographic agency assigns a national bibliography number to each record created for
the national bibliography. It is also recommended that the national bibliographic number
is published as part of each entry for each resource described in the national bibliography.
In addition, the guideline strongly recommends that national bibliographic numbers are not
reused.

Organization and Management of National Bibliography

The guidelines for national bibliographies in the electronic age compiled by IFLA has
explained on the organization and management of national bibliographies. National
bibliographic control is the responsibility of the national bibliographic agency. In many
countries, the role of the national bibliographic agency is played by the national libraries. In
taking into consideration the functions performed, national libraries are the most appropriate
place to set up the national bibliographic agency. In addition to the national library, other
institutions are also used as national bibliographic agencies. Responsibility of national
bibliographic control is sometimes assigned to different institutions according to types of
material. Therefore, collaboration among relevant institutions is required. In addition,
according to guidelines, the national bibliographic agency may also be maintained as an
independent agency.

Promotion of the national bibliography is also a responsibility of the national bibliographic
agency. The awareness of national bibliographies can be improved through means like
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journals, conferences, symposiums, etc. In marketing, the national bibliography libraries
should be mainly addressed. IFLA guidelines also mention that sales promotion methods
such as price reductions, special offers, free samples, demonstration packages and other
means of promoting a product may be used. German, French, Spanish and many other
national bibliographies are distributed through commercial companies and publishing
houses.

Measuring the effectiveness of the National Bibliography

Guidelines for the national bibliographies in the electronic age prepared by IFLA have
explained on the measuring the effectiveness of national bibliographies. Coverage of the
national bibliography is one criterion. Coverage is the percentage of national output covered
by the national bibliography. Currency is another criterion for measuring the effectiveness of
the national bibliography. To maintain the currency of the national bibliography, advanced
notice of forthcoming publications, and keep alertness to current publications is very
important. Usage of the national bibliography is another important factor in measuring the
effectiveness of the national bibliography. It is necessary to find out who uses the national
bibliography and for what purposes it is used. This can be found out through surveys.

Conclusion

International guidelines for the compilation of national bibliographies were discussed
in detail in this article. The guidelines discussed above have been prepared mainly by
the International Federation of Library Associations. Various recommendations made in
international conferences on national bibliographies have also been discussed. Important
areas relevant to the compilation of national bibliographies have been discussed in
this article. These areas include national bibliographic agency, users of the national
bibliographies, classification schemes for national bibliographies, indexing policies for
national bibliographies, bibliographic content standards, exclusion of digital resources,
presentation of national bibliography, media for delivery, legal deposit, purpose and scope
of national bibliography, national bibliography number, organization and management of
national bibliography and measuring the effectiveness of national bibliography. Based on
these international guidelines national-level guidelines should be prepared. In the preparation
of national-level guidelines, local situations should be taken into consideration. In addition
library professionals in respective countries should be made aware of these international
guidelines. Lack of awareness of the international guidelines among library professionals is
an obstacle to the improvement of the standard of library services.

National bibliography is not merely a list of publishing output of a country. The national
bibliography reflects the cultural heritage of the country as well. It is also a record of the
memory of a nation. Compilation of the national bibliography is an important requirement
for the national bibliographic control of a country. National libraries in the world have an
important responsibility of the national bibliographic control and the national library of a
country is the most appropriate place to function as the national bibliographic agency. The
role of the International Federation of Library Associations and institutions in the compilation
of guidelines for national bibliographies should be appreciated. These guidelines are very
helpful for the compilation of national bibliographies successfully throughout the world.
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A Bibliometric Study on the Publication of Tamil Books in
Sri Lanka: In context of the National Bibliography of
Sri Lanka 2011-2015

K.Kanthappu®

Abstract

A National Bibliography provides a current, timely, comprehensive and authoritative list of
titles published in a country.

Sri Lanka National Bibliography includes bibliographical information of publications
published in Sri Lanka, publication published by Sri Lankans in foreign countries and
publications published on Sri Lanka.

When we take the comprehensiveness of the Tamil publications included in the National
Bibliography is questionable. Number of Tamil Publication deposited in National Archives
and number of publication appeared in an analytical bibliography called Noottheddam and
an online bibliography called Noolaham. Com are differs a lot. This study is to analyze the
reason for not depositing publications, and how to overcome those.

* Charted Librarian
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2011 - 2015 &6l UGBTI Bevbisndd ChHFI Kiled allauysoori LiL Lo weDlsor 1soisorsaonulsd
Senicnsusd B LHSBRIBaTr Gauaflii® uplu prediusd ey

@evmiemnauisd 2011 -2015 smeoliILGHuled Geueflwimen SO HTELSH6T UDMIUD, B6VEINDBI,
Gxpdw  BIMHULIQUIETEd DIEUMMIET 2 _6TENL SH&HEHMBUILD SlgliuenLwnssd  CaTeni(h

SIS RdaL (hewguler GmbmaHaETGLD.

G9e9Cwr Qi fléd ugluruie) eeug Qufw  Seneleomer  iplalluwed  SHTeysenen
SLTTUIISHGWD UGLuTule] QFWiusn&GLTaTOST(H NFueoTeT (WemWTG. & @
GO L giemmullest uflewimo HiemibsmIsmens CaueillsaTany 2 FHaFHMEH. DSHHIL 6T
SbsHdH HOMUiet suenTFHenpwiud e1bHHId ST (HEmSI.

BrOUCQWD  sLGUUTLTENS] JIMOYFTSOIBIGT UDOIW  HB6U6OHENeT  6)l(6hEhT 60T
THUTD  QRUOEBIBMOGHSH CUPBIGHUSTGHWD. [HID LHMID LD  HHEUD  FTHIEISHEM6N
SIMLWITENMDSEWI(H  Semeuldmiul  ellugmisenst, LGLUUTWIS] GCFulg) euenBLIL(HSHL,
IIUMMD H6TT(F QROEIBMLGS CaFLishHImausa CHameulitBLBUTEH Deunenm L GIL (HoHg)
LWIRTUBSSHIUSTGLD. SHHB6UeoHeT LUMPlL aluTSHmBUD Deneu 6IEICH 2 _6iTemen 6I6TLIS)

upPlw SIUTEIGMETULD UTFHTHEDHDHE AMUIGSHHEUSTGLD.

BIpUL P s Huur®h 6eriutsr (Ronald Hagler) Gymsmsil” anmsed BrpuL’tgmd s HUium g e
I GEFUPUNHBeaTE B0 DIHEGTT.

(1) “gm@HearBeu 2 616 FHED CUMBWITET  HH6UD  GUGTRISENENTUID @B 6dImIH6mT(H

SlUPmME FMLEHF QFUIHED. © HHB6UD UMD @eTtemmd  Heni(hLlplIusmnE

IIGHHT DML WTNSHMmBUD RBUILSHmUD MBS MBS Geuemi(HLD.

2) “OIbHdH HBEUD UENMHBIHET QBTEBI(HETEN  DV6VH GBS UGHWTEH 266
BHBEUD (LPEVEIGHEM6T QRIS TeICouswi(hld “ @ OHT&HHUT60 LeOBeuMI LIeHL LIL|bE6IT

BHBHLTD I6LVGEH @(H UemL LI LsOBaum CHT@HHBenTE Qouetilouhd)(hdHH60mLD.

3) 85 HH6UD CUETEIHN6N QLOBIGHPemmUled HITeVEF Caaflliysened enenemTsdev.
FOUIQHENT FnL_BIGH6IT, SI(HEIGBTL SWIBRIH6NT, ©\6m6EuTLL @z TL60UTL 60
Caremeumet, WMHMID SHCUTSID MEULLSEIHOT  UTFHTHEHDHEG LUIETSH[HLD

amauled Bhd el wmisamen BFsildhsev.

(€)) “ CuomBasmer &T.(HousmaTas BUWEISEHHEG DMO6aITES SWTiosILL L
85 HHEUL 6UENEIGETIET LILIQUIDSHMET 2 (HEUTHEGHH60. IAHBHMBW LS OIL (HHH60
2 FH6|BHOIBEHHEG 2 _SHTTEOIOTS UL IQUIeOH6T, &L I9H6eT GuTaimeumenm GMILIL

(LPIQULD.
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5) “ @5 HBUD YFHTIEIGEHSEG QuWIT, GHemeolly, Qummer oo o
LWEDIOTEN DI (LPMIIHMET  QULPEIGHHV . e QuThemend SHewi(hoBTeiTern
u6v 6UIB6T B([HBHBHEVMD. DLBHEVTED LIV SIS (LPMEIB6NT 6ULPEIBLILL Gouemi(HLb.
W)y F=3W udleysefled (Surrogate) Gurdwerey o (pomplul (Meta)
BI6oH6T QhHBBCeuemi(bdo. LBUTHSTHT UTFHTHENTY ST CHBL HBH6M6D
UETHMS  QouPMIBIOTSES — SWILMW  (PRUD. BbD  DIEDI(EH(LPENTH6NT
BeneowmTensTes QMUUSILST  JAHsTréE  SLBUUTLIST  (peold  @eumenm

SIEMLUWIGVMLD.
(6) “@eUQUT([H  HBOEUD  UNMSHMBUID  DIGHHT  [HHEVBHEMET  H6VTL M6UBHNEBIT6
AUO(LPEMEBMET  6ULDMEIGH60.” HIT6VHMEIH6T 6D @emewtweull UL IQUIEVIE ST 60T

s wemmn (OPAC) (Pl UTFHTHEDDHE HHoUeder UL  HBH6UM6V
QULDTRIGB(LPIQUILD. (2_FHTT6ID : SIMPLIGLETT (PO DiHSH DLEUDILD & (HBHSMSBT
@evemeowim etaTUMHS OB THHIOBTETET (LpIQULD.

BxHw mmed efeugemwil uluiedest GBTHBWD:  @h BTLIged  GHMUILL  ST605H60
SIFFLOULBLT oie0605 SFFLOULTOCT QeuefuiLliuGd ey FTgHemmiser UMM
BTOULIQUID  SHH6U0BMeNS HH6U0 BCHBHBauT(héHE UPEIGMSTGW. S ULl iguiede
Oeuefuis oIBsHS BT LmLIOUTNISS ewiB CeueflufrasBsur wraTHH CeuefuiL-
&Coum eVevg uTITHS GeueiluiLTEBeuT SIMDWIEOTD DB 2 _6TemLSH(P  GLomif

(PP DBHSHHSH BTLIgenr BHemeusmwil QUTMISEH GCeumiLLsvmio.

Saunindd CH I Hilsd allaugsooni LL 196D

Bevminds Gl HTeL elsugewill UL weoneigd 1962 opb  LewI(h  (LPETENEIHT 6N
Ofgsmellwu  mroucweler vudourdflwy Hm. . By, Beusderd  ieuismeflen
aPsT. (o S BChFw FaEeTdnl s HeNeNIBHMBAHDITED S TOLISEILLL HIL 6T,
waHeomeug QeuelluiLmer QaT@HH 1 @Qevdsw 1 1963 b pewi(h  mevmeufl  LOTSHLD
@eueMuilLLL’ L gl. 1973 o0 pemiged BhbdH R BevEInss BHFWl HIT60HHH 600
O35T1GHH QeauafuiLiu’ (B eumAmEH. B&H SpTOLUSHO @ LISTHS CeuefluiLms
SIssIUl (B smeolBursdled  ameumeni(h  GeuefluiLmseyw, Hev  FHHTLILKISHEN60
smgwteni(h  GeuefluiLmaayd GeuefuiLLiLl BeTengl. 1994 oud SpewTgsd BhbEH B
@m wisThs CeusfluiLts GeueileumeugiLer, Fmisend, SO, SpmISD Spélul (P
Oumflsaiend  GIUILL wrssHe0 QeusafuliiuG  GeusfluiBaeafer mITeOATUTEIS6T
FelsHell fleysentes SenentaaslILL (heTeme.

Bevmmss CaAw HITeL eleugewil UL iQuicomerds Sebimailsd Gasuil b Gausflihsai,
Caualbihnelsd Sendbunh GaafiN_iuGd GausflihHnsi, wHmd GasfbihHallsd  SebandilibarTed
Gausuf_ @i Gauslihmsi OpmTLTuTen  HIHULQUID  BHBEUOBMET 2 _6lTeNMLSBHWCHT(

IFHBTILTOU CHTEMUWLTHAID 2 _6iT6nd).
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Seunisnhd CHA BADUL 19116060dH OHTEHILSDEG Hbalsd alaThihenal GUDNIH Chraighl HYHTe0n
auLlbail

1. glLemaulys HLGHNSW evmenadssd CaxFw HTVEHH emeuliledl LiLHLd
Qeuefluiae (Ceueiluil LmenT s LenenF FLLGHer S CarFw Haugsen Fnl S5H60
amaulledLup UrdHsenet qm Urd siLfdurs Qeomenss Cxdw mIT
BHHL  meulNeVlL LB ASTMSI)

2. mrvasF  GBafludpsrs GCzxdw mHIvssHHemed Oameaiausiay OFuiwliLGLd
QeuefuiBse.

3. @ovmmauled FTauBxhF B BeVEHIHEIBMET PTG Blensowions BHslw HIT
0B ILEUIUTHEE0 Caemeumer Fenu QFWDHLBHUSHILOT, Di6U  S6VSHHMmIGHN6NLI
QupMIELCsTeTUMTEET HoH alHULSHETCUTD eneullelB — Geusiluihseir

4. efpuTsel OMID BlneuaEiseaiemed erueafiiurs eupmsliu®Gw Geusfuihas-
efled QuTmSHBLOTET GeusiluiBasei

SndbH CHE HIPUL 19edlsd @ aTar_dbiu{Hw CauafliGset updu afuiyd

(1) evmimauled QeueiuiLliupld yHessmeiser wwoHmLd Umen  GeusiluiBaserie
w0 Geuefluih (QaTGd 1- @zl) WG CaFTssIs0sTaTeTILHL.

(2) @evmimnasuied OGeuefui G &Ly OCFallyend FTHEImIGS6T QU(HL &HIH60
AmaLemeusen L (B CFTeHgIs0aTaTeMLILIHLD

(3) Geuefui®h eerled QeueiuilLmen Sisvevg Geuailuil(h @LLD MM  FHBHTLILBISET
oo YHSTE FTeuBss Mmuwio @evdsbd GUOUUBL FhHHTULRIEE.

(4) GeuefuiLiuLTg Ul LiTeTugly Spule] MG SH6T

Aevmiemasuled  GeuefuliLiu@G s  GeausfluiGser, OeuslibThaefled @evmiIEnBLDM
GeuefuiL @G SO Geueiluibhser, CeuelBT(haefled Gevmiemawiiaemed Geuafui LB
OeuefluihdeT OBTLIUTEHOD Siened 6lhHenalnEG @evmmedsds CaxFw HIMHULIQUIedisd
Baiasasliul(hertengl eeiug  updujd, Cum@midiLiu’ Geten SO  Ceuefluibaenern
2 _6TenLsdW  genail HIMHULIQUIEOHaT UMM SeoBSHIMTWTHoUCH BdHaL (henyulest

CrraHasLD.

www.noolaham.org elsiigid GJaH Harpn, BINESLLID eretenid GeuafluiB @eomimauied
QeuefWiLiu®GLo, SevmimawisenTed Geuafibrhaefled GeuefuliuBl  GeusiluiBser
oy Gevmiensd OsTLTUTE GCeueipT(hsefled GeualulLlu@Gw WO Ceueiluibaemern

Qu(bLD6TaTled 2 _6TemL Salu|6iTeredt.
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Bisusld ugGend (Noolaham Foundation) G fiuns

Bbd NGB LMETWTRIH SVmMmesH SHOWCUHLD FPEHHBIBEMEI  6T(LDSHBHT6LCIIIRIS 61T
eremiowIliL(hgd (digitization) SpeuemiLGHSID QFwDUTHHMeT 2 GHaIULCHTH HH616D
QUGTRIGEMNENUILD DIMEYF FTHIMISBMETUILD QUEIGUBSHSH cUPEIGLD @ReoTUGHTHSLOHM
seeTie] (Wwwpdwre FlLfdwrs udaGsuwiu’ L (GA 2390) BmeusiomGL.

@5 online erewioWl HITELHLOTE SHLILSIL 66T HH6UD LUTHIBTLILGS H L EIGmen eTenHToHs
GTEWILOWILDT GG H L REIBEHHEG B 2 FHal womid auflaTL (HHEVHEN6T AULDHEIGHHIL 6T,

alfliyemyeyls WyFamymisaieid URIGCHHIMSI.

@bs noolaham.org @evmienasulled &Mt 61l(h DLBIH6AN0D QHHEH HEOL(LPD-
U ubsEUUGEDSE. ey  (WmmBW  WMEOWSLD, SHBMTUILUMMI, oL L &HSHENLIL,
HmBamewibensy Gumerin GLMISWID WTPLUTERISHSHD BISIGH  [HleDEOWIHIGHEMETULD

OBTERI(BHETONHIL AT, HI HMEVLOWIHLD OBTUPLDLIED DIMLOBHSHIGTENS).

1785 o0 pewi(p OFTLGHW 2020 o> opewi(h euewy  Geusflwmesr &omm 115,326

ueLBaumiL L. D Sy euemIEIGMm6eTS OBTEII(HETOTS.

BINCHL LD

@b BIOUlgueraidl ACwWTHH mHTevs CFameuulsd HTOVBITHS SLenOWTHMIW  H(H
aIa31. QFLUTTFT SleuTHeNTe QFHTGHHBHUUL(H GeuafuiL L@y GeuefluiLm@w. @euGeurm
GeuefluiBd Heom opuly uHeysenend OCBTERI(HETONHIL 6T, BevEImBUTINILD GeualhT(HH-
ofleid 2 6o @evmiensWTHeMTe0  HOPOWTPHUI0 GeuefuiL @G  Geueiluihasemen
2 _eTenLésdw uGUuUTWIO Ul QWem@GD, @ WHeo CsTGHwmergd 2002 pid
i el gD Qeusfuiiul’ L a1, OBHTLIBSZID Geuefulliul (B euhHdSTmgI.

Bz BTGl GCeuefulLlul (B aUHEUSTEO DMEwIWGHHD BHMHIIL  R60EUFLOTHLI
QuppWITH. RevEINSS BHFW BHILEHHL BHe LFHsenensd UTTEnEUUIL (LPIQU|LD.
Bhg opuiealer QuTBLB 2014 opb pemigsd  GeuefulL iUl 9op6ug QFHTGH b
2015 @60 QeuafuiLiulL 10 opeuz OsT@GHemwund 2017 o et Geuafui iul L
11 opoug CHGHemwuyd 2018 op pewi(h Geuafuiliul L 12 opeugk OFHTGSHenuiub
ufiFevemesr QauiglenGener. BeuGeuaiui® &TeLHHTEL S (BLULBSSLIUL L H6V6V. UL QU060
CaTaaluLTS 6hd DwihaGTw BIevTes RHBITID @He0 CFToHaHISCBTTETILIHLD.
@zt 16gpeug  Ox@d  wmpluremisdHed 2022 QFuQpwui 179 Had
QeuefuiBemeusasliul Lgl. Orsswrer &b HIOUL QWSO 16,000 GeusiluiBHaer
2 _6TenLssUUL (HeTener. @& S TOUSTESHHD BHhHH BevmimasUIiD, Sevmimnsd
upPlujd, evmEiensWFTeVID GeueMulL LUl L SO HITeOSEHBSBTE LGUUTUIO|L UL IQUIN60SH
Oamewi(hemengl. &b BIOULRUWE SiFHsene] OCeuelibTHEefed  EEOMIENSHUITHETT60

SIFFLOULL SO BIOBMNE OCBTERI(HETENGI.
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2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 ytb JyihHalsd Seunlcndsh CHAI HIDUL 19u160lsD HIOLD
Guomfleipsy Ganafliihamafleai @ siam_dasid uPHH Dyiia

2011 IylH i

Owrss Geueiluihset 531

2010 o SemngMGFlwene 193

aygF GeuefuiBser: 179

20106 WwhdHw GeueiluihseEnd Hedh @GMILiuLTES GeueiluihseEnd 23
2011  oub opewigmaTen GeueiluiBset -136

(2011 pyd 2012 Iyib IpsmihiHailsd Gauafauhd GoThs M Gauaflihnair Halihgd Gauaflfihs el
oTsmisnnbend dori (136 + 126 = 262)

2012 Iyl sil(H

Oorss OeuefluihaeT : 445

oyFmms GCeuafluiBaeTr 132

2011 o0 opewigmaTet GeuafluiGser: 136

201186 whdw Geueiluibsenw Had GAUILOULTS GeusfluiBaemw: 51 -
2012 Iusuiitg HbHTer Gauaillifmaii : 126

(2012 ippId 2013 Iyl Ihsmi[HHailed Gauafauig GoThHS F Gausfilibhnair HaMhg Gauafllifbafr
slsnlsnndhend iori (126 + 183 =309 )

2013 i Jyenih)

Orgs Geueflui : 535

oiygmmis Geueiluihser 173

2012 oyewigmamen Geueiluihser : 183

2011 ouib opewigm@ (WHULL wmmid Had GO iuLTHemel. : 24
2013 Syl Isilg PbTeN GalafliiHisa: 155

(2013 10pyid 2014 Iyib IsmiHbailsh Gatalauhd GoThs M Cauafllibhmair Halihs Gausili (el
olsnlsnndbend iomi (155 + 138 = 293)
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2014 Il 0l

Qwrss Qeueilui® : 427

2013 oy emngmaren Qeueiuihaer : 138

ayFmms GeuafluibBaser 101

2012 ol EWIPEID DBDHES WOULL Spewi(hEeiann 45
2014 3D eviitg HbIsN GalalliiHnai: 143

(2014 1pyId 2015 D MiHHaTs Gatalialhsh Gonhsh 3iys GaallliHnat Haiihsh GalafliHnafer
olsnisnnhend gioni (143 + 192 = 335)

2015 D el

Owrgs OGeuefluil : 344

2014 oyemigmaren GeueluiGaeT : 192

oyFmme Geusfluibhaser 49

2013 Syb opewiigm@ (WPOULL opmis Had GIAUIIL UL THemeu. 22
2015 Il Ssuiitg Pumen GatafliiHHsi: 130

(2015 wiigsd Gatallah GIoTES JF Gatafibhsar Haiips GaualliiBHHafs clavisnlbens FHIOmT
(130) 2016 Feb Gauallauhs Cauafilifsat C4iHHIHHOHMaMaMILL Alsbane.)

DI /160600 1

2011 @mLésE 2015 euemy Gxfw HIMHULIQUIED, HTLHLD.C&HTD LOHMID HIT
Bz LSHH0 udaleliu’ L slp Geusfluibaefenr UG

@evmienasd BxF- [ noolaham.org BTHCsL LD
lw BrOULIQUIed

9,10,11
2011 262 263 281
2012 309 325 316
2013 293 230 241
2014 335 237 278
2015 130 (2016 | 209 226

SLEWTesT  ILTLD

SJU1 UL aT606m60
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DL Lm0 2

Seonisndd CHd HIPUL 196D M@GiLmTuTs

000 |100 |200 |300 400 |500 |600 [700 |800 |900
2011 |14 08 48 283 18 12 29 08 90 21
2012 |20 07 23 199(132) | 04 17 17 04 oadlll
2013 |11 12 40 266 12 15 23 08 129 |18
2014 |09 07 33 219 08 05 16 07 97 23
2015 |14 15 36 127 12 13 10 16 91 06

DL L_aens0T 3

2011 GHTL_&®I0 2015 A1) Kisvsld 66MD (noolagam.org) S Cavailauhs Ssublndsh HUOLH Hlsdbei
upd alugapd (GIpHHIAT) Sevbinhd CHE W BIDUL 19116060 ibHT6 UGHUTed @ aiam_&HIUL L a1

Year Total 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Noolagam.com |CNB [CNB CNB [CNB |CNB |CNB

2011 263 27 16

2012 325 34 16

2013 230 26 20

2014 237 23 21

2015 209 18

DL L_AU6DG0N 4

BINCHL L HOHTGSBalsh SMsvNiuL L 2011,2012,2013,2014 0HNID 2015 Byl Dys0ii[HH ehdbHMe HLOIL

Geuaflii b
BINEHL L 1D | 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
09 139 161 35
10 42 54 78 53 02
11 78 57 75 149 118
12 23 45 53 76 106
GLOTSHHID 282 317 241 278 226
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DS TONLILD HalT

1.

eUILLemaled 2 Ly@shsuulBeten GeusfluiGoeier eeavienisens Gxdlw mHIT
MU Iguwielled GemmeUTss STeurliL(bE M

o eeurmislul_(heten  Qeuefluihaeflenid OQugpweney pFmms  GeusiluibBser
(FLLLD, FLL(6OD, LTTTEHLOETN 6leuTsmiseT GuTamenel) HmeiLiLIBalaTme.
foifsevadlwmsst, CeueiiprBaefled GeouafuiLliuGw GSevmiens UDMIUIGID
B)6VIRIEN BT HEITIT6V QeuafulBLILBLD OeuefluiBasemLd T aiflaTsGeu
2 66L& BLILIL (H6Terent.

Aevmiemauled  GeueiulLtiu@G  GeusfuihsEny GuEeTalsd FL L emeuliim@ei
Qs et (heurLILI(Beude0em6v.

aniifevadwmiseat (Gray literature) (ope0i(BLoeVFE6T, UTFTL (HONOT  LO6LTH6NT

Gumeiimedt) emeulINeVILLILIL TemLD

CautaflliGomar &L L aauliiNp@eT auyTannhHTer §a) HIYsaurbisHai

il

Oeueui LmendeflLd Hog Qeusiluihsenen  FlLemeulilenr &S ensuliledl
Gouewi(hld 6160IM 2 _6WIT6Y ER6060T6MLD

aFsenalevnen HO OCeueluiBEeT Gevminsds@ OCeualGu (RbHwr, HAmsUT,
SaedBrellwm Gumeiim L misefed ) GeuafulLLGBEH60

BCxpdlw a@eougsen gl sFHed Oeuafluihaemen  emeaulledheudsd 2 eiten  FdsHe0
(opouemimIBemeN  LiTHHCFUIH OCeueiluihoemen il  eneuliugled o eiten
FHdH60)

g OCeueiuibamen FlLeneuliledy emeulilel(heudenmed mmeomAfulma @
HMLBGLD HIEMLOBHMET DIUTHOT DMUITEH(HGH60

alemev iFHsonen GeuafuiBaefllsd 5 LyHeemen eveusiomet eupmEIS aNHLOLITENLD

2_F 155606000 —

1

2.

Maheshwaran, R (2007) Bibliometic phenomenon of Tamil Publications in Sri Lan-
ka in 2005. Journal of the University LibrariansVol.11,2007

http://www.natlib.lk/publication/biblio.php

Sri Lanka National Bibliography Cumulated Volume 2011
Sri Lanka National Bibliography Cumulated Volume 2012
Sri Lanka National Bibliography Cumulated Volume 2013

Sri Lanka National Bibliography Cumulated Volume 2014
Sri Lanka National Bibliography Cumulated Volume 2015
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3. www.noolaham.org Year 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015

OFe0eugmam, elesl .- BIHCHLLLD 9.- wmpliumewid : HCWTHH mTevs BFemeuserr,
2014

QFeveuymam, elel .- BIMGHL LD 10.- wmplumewid : HCwTHH mIevsd BFemeu-
&6i1, 2015

QFeveuymam, elel .- BIMEGHL LD 11.- wmplumewid : HCwTsH mIevsd BFemeu-
61, 2017

QFeveugmam, elel .- BIMGHL LD 12.- wmplumewid : HCwTsHEH HIevd BFemeu-
@611, 2018
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8 o HBD IO 2INDOEEG BB8BIEDG s MARC 21
BOE52010D IO SR egrmads (MARC 21
Descriptive Bibliographic Framework - MARC 21 DBIB)
NODEE DO

29086 Gw@oder DBvegBes”

RSB

OB SO 3033, @DHDIBHNDB €3 BWBHOG YO eedm O @Bvws D53es’
O Jed wi8m1rd. O 8B ©2)0000 SO RGO OB &Em ©0l Edrn @D
g OB 0O BERACD mdoms DB¢. 98 Grigs 0853 ® O @ibSm, e3®1sB8aw,
@ERLIED), PRBVIBD), DEBID 0 DISBERS, PO B&Des ® B8O NGO Bgacd
a82000ews 208 (Bell, 1998). 6o ne gmand s58ds 98 §cig 88R¢ 9530 Sexisien
oo (Bibliographical records) es128® 9530 520@0EmCens oG »TH3ed. JO» Sl
330 B85 KRB0 BEfmoD O 0@DEB KB GBIO N@OEG e VW BEIed.
BB 9530 50@OEG By @ B Obzws BpE ©® JOm Bewom ¢ Beg® ewus, B8,
s, D0 LW @ RS i §eiw B8R ybew DUmdS (Conover, 1955).
5D @0ers’ O BE O XD e DE®Ismed BBom 8eds HB&sucr@s’
ACBES 8w b gedmmIcs 853 Sedmc&hn Dibm wwed SCe® pe®edews
@R BB B3O 5N@OE w®BIEHB BYH DE DWD. & Co KB 93O 50@OE@ 1962
DbBede 9ined ol B8O @i0®® 0 . O8 v ©BCHS e OO GDdens
0% CeR.

L. 8Bue® OB & Bewed yedaws 68 OO B 5Iem

2. B 1S e@53® 0y @EAwks’ D853 0D Bedrn3S Een /5mi&n, & oD
20D YIa®

3 BedBu CODE Een / umi&m Bove gIns

4. B o BB gedmmIcens’ @b g8m 9O o ERIeOD edrwnsiS
gem / g

5. A WS IR BB DM B S el agBs’ asimbtBm y&m g0

2o R @18 >0 §een (B oo e ¥ geCa® 0t ®eries, 2002)

G 300 & o000 g ®» 8 B JLAes efug 8800 gud 8reg® dbved
DB 5B B0 53@OEG OB rddens d. OBE ¢m a8 (Printed books) ¢gs®
gsew (Micro forms), @2x @0 Audio tapes) / eo.a8m =S (Compact discs) Bmesd e

* 0undl) mSm0ie, getmmic @ Bwamm Benr RBEIRE, DS BEOBesIEE



B8ewd O (Films and Video tapes), Scusd gmonz (Electronic Publications), @ ®ixs
»00¢ (Multimedia Kits), cos gwoaz (Government publication) &» @38 5
(Ephemera) w» gmias 080 8sEE® e deg. deotd @530 B®msm SIEHEO OB
ODE05 ECADOC HBIO B3O @I BEHCIFOD 38EHB GBI 52@OEB
®©8z3 8¢ed. OB £onE, ec®g »I @G B2 0B FBOewksI® 5Bn S 3o
e85 & Com BB 9530 0@OEed ¢ e S gD 0. Vetd® gE8ed €
IR0 DO Bwd®m e B8R @RI FIRES TR JUD 930 50@OE w6
¢ 008 asmbonmas.

B Cow BB 9O 53@VEeE 2T teeEAWD DJVEG

& oo BB @530 50@DOEB @D DO OB EOD GBS GIHTBITD & GO
dedmdes (ISBD) wocm w0 0883 90 Sedmons wdosicmes emel. 988 suvnm §B»
@NORTT €7@ EoeEAGDO® #ES eel.

9O 1O

8@ S IO 0O
8 OO O

20

©® »Uma

230832002

=806 / amdbmm
e3®e30¢7

19t

TDIRD @IODT(

5@ IS
IR
5208 Obse

e»IRD @RI

DB Go3

89 o

Bry) /0723 30953

©©ED &8

O OB (2O AP, G OO, YEB® V®V... ¢od)
DOOS (280t DTG, VeI OB, @0r33ss DG &ie...)

28095y
ISBN &ozes @0 8@
DB B (e BeRd HBEDD e30153)

BB DO SNES D, Detl® a3HCBBD 38m» B0 SEHOEO ace Bug Sd®
csen ¢ 0®BE vwidm @d.
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BE@rensom eEamw w1 S81dw = Creative writing and
criticism (es@53m0 @530 0®)
&oE 918100 BB BeHE® : D18 BB ©®edB S, (B YBO 53Ow)

RS / &. OB. 8. 00¢Be .- (9O 08¢ 0 DOBO &gwIRs)
eIe® : @®med, 2017 (1@ ©@0TT)

B0 3@ deBL BHBBE 8RO HIRO® ¢ »dD @0 Hed.

B2 G20. G2
s8D. Sleialefat~
8. 89
&30es. 83083290029
DeRID. DIV OB
Col. ill dben B awmes « (Colour illustreted)
et al. w® 003 ac (and others)
NL BB yedmwoce (National Library)

%8 930 0@0Eed 1B ©571® EAGBO 0®® J e’ Y BbvewkS. »aBwd
3€ Y Blwvw BUerns 010 & c0ens teeGEhd eng ©ed . OB LHBm @30
0@0Bed 9 Sede’ow O BuE® @oeCd Jus g (B8 ¢cr® dUBmcen o)
wOes} B0 @m0 @53 ¢oPTD 81008 BEDED toeCEh vz BTOE.

Bet® ©7® B.eEAEO® gdwimed dud awus duw &bs ¢ 928 @10 Bed. emiyes
583080 Suws Rbs 8B8Rd cvewri® woevm O8 Suvw Bbs wwer Bed.

Y 250 8 oz HBm 9530 52@0Eed O3 weecwm (Entry) esed® swm 62 od.

2943444 2950 E8mw +— OB® o
20@wd®e, D3 +— &bz

G EDmwS : @0 DB ECRIPG PE ©BNEDLIEBDL)

5eIV®S 58 OB ©B3BN 3 / V3R ¢IRHw®s,

ce8 0@ w3 sl 97 ; sfolnman RO Beomm 88 . -
@cBOE : Bcbam, 2019.- 8. 403 : B0z ; @es. 8. 21.

The book of joy ma8ed s80bmmesS.
@11 - @ : S¢. 750.00 (1076232NL)
ISBN 978-955-1559-93-9 (459268 NA)
1. @me wH BBses0d

00GRE O

2. &30wo Egend Bac BOsws
3. R0 - o8 ¢adde
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e®ect ®BI0 Berui®n Dibmn 3w T GmcIEeO ¥ BBG 3MD eBEHddy WaBwkis
ORH IRBO & BEE Lifw @BIO 5@DEG ¢ic®» § muced 808 &g k. dewns
6 D IRBO DEREE B E® O3.

&8® 9O NDIVEED

0@ BexS BB 9TO »DEGD Ceem BBoeS. D1 »® »E» 29 (Timely),
o 20(Current) 0320830 (Authoritative) e» eSemdi3®m (Descriptive) 228.
DB D @y), JO» HB® YBO N@OEES e PBORE SO ©BEd®» ©BIPHIT
Gernw BERC &Smmd (nds BERO € 8008. e & Cowd BE O OO wmey
OGBS ©25%053053 & Coo 8w §BI0 52@DEB 3®BEHB PN® @DEWEDT I D&
DICEES OO WIS B @18 Besos. DO @D & Comd e ©gBe mced a8
8 @2000550 OB 0o BHESBOEsY H1 D@ ¢S abges D18 edns’ Hen ¢ B
DICBO BB 930 2@OEB w®BcmE BE® ey OGS & . IIDBEBSI
©® ObswE BE IRBO BfDm WaBs’ B8R Bunmd Sgw dbved GG wIbnd neds
SDIRWO B WE GCS.

Yens’ Oa detd 8¢ O 0@ .

Beegs?
Dbse 9530 2N@OE®
IDIRGO & § DB
2019 2020
2020 2021-2022
2021 2022
2022 DIREO 8 B D

(B Co BiBw® gedoE ¢BD)

QD DREeDS 0t BEles’ Y30 BN@IDEB BWIRWO O BOL eBry OB y®Ic eOBSY
2082 OE.

BB 930 50 OB ©¢d» Pedd e enns O O8 o PODIBOEWBSS 55
B08. OO @O >N@DEWS OB YBIO DeLuFO® O] ©@ewD SEREDGSIO
(users) wDEIBE® EBNCRCT 8188, eews CODEDE 8 YIeeEE © uidnwden
¢t (Cataloguing in publication CIP) es®wicmes @823 @530 20@10E¢ gi@ed o
BEOO gbdens’ ©dmden ¢ SmmNd gm0 oif B8 Bced. SOBT eRoewd §IrmD
PIBDD 00 @ EDEETITeB ¢ ©3cH® OB 1Bwmden (B e OB B
0 @2 0880 dEMNd e, Ve & Cod RE (VB YBIO DB @ISO
e emdDICEBS Rnd 8330w @853 J81 0800 D8 mIcH: o ed.

BB 930 0@OEGD B Sede Cuens »H® O8 wduEmonsien 08. OBE
@00 D5 ZIREd ©BmOm ¢ ol BEmicms wOm ¢ Bug® B /
IR B0 0@ VEBO e [EOS OO @O OBTHemnSBsl @053 DD ®»EBN
OBIO 58] PICEBE Y®IerDE ©DEHCIBOD @O FES BOOT amvd RS
DS, Ve § o 9O 5@DEG ©w®mems e &6t JodEww uBOE®®S
ece 8cd» DB decs BuE YDICDOE ©IBHOD oRTT ares DS
00wiBm & mD. I@IDBENSS WIBGE LB §EIICHO BBV ERB BE 5D WD
25D 98 e 30, DUBmJens ¥ ©dwdien DOGD, BoeCa 8By DOWD,
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32O OB NB »OGH 8¢ ewel. detd e’ WO» (BHOE ewigssd
583800 1 D3’ Geenwkd O8 eeEd ©ICEE 8¢ 0d. OBE e®® I BE DRE
DSBS (O 0 IEEES D18 OB DD @000, O@ SO KB YO V@B BRI
B8REDBS AERIeNE0NSD) 000D MOe® It e H(Bae. e ¢85 & o
BB IO 52@DEBO YO B3O ©ICROT FIRES DO’ 88 DSmi®
®rerw B0 0. eaiend B0 BB BSBREW®ES ARIEECITHOD WaBe B8R
530D Svc 88ac » 98 s (Media Type) #i8s ¢B3800 @05 050¢308.
2®HC 8O BB ©2%0 HEZNO(BO0 R @6 EICRNTT S@IerDsS ©@2%dO0 ¢ BEDH.

0O %8 @30 0@0EGD 8OOm Psersn »® 98 widwIlBowd. O @30
Bepu3@ @ICRNTOR R0813DB @m0 BHDS OB I® B geSmICERsI
ge8n gdfews. Decdzewns’ wUma 530, @O 08, BB} N® »I o N® KOz
00t 8O 108 88D wded O BUs w®iicms SBE® v sDfDIensm
@30® gDBORB WO, VeSO 86O ¢eE YBIO BEBIBOD ©NCRCT 852D {RTens
%0 29683 O0® o e3®0¢ES BB Y@, dews us3Em ©8edw:s e YO BevOD
@00 B, BOFDIe®D 0@ 0 NOBICD OO Bweg OGS B . Detd®
o eduied (Digital) §eigesd BEwicms 918008 «D8» 85 98 Yrigwnss
DBOHBO 236830 I OIEEBD Gudens’ @530 DH@OEE wdwicms O gdes O
Bed. deounidsl 0 mPedin 005 Owd amd & o HHBm @30 @0EB €
»0oesd® (Re-shaping) 8¢ 8800 »iBmm00ws gosdas »oiens & g, Jetd®
9530 0@VEEBB O BB GaBn ®I HBRLY 5w OB Qenr® DeEL® oS8 T
OB HFOBO Gren E© D gy B . e @88 90 Brnm SIEed
Ees B> a0@en § BED 9O B HHERHBO €®I B ¢ty @O @d®O ¢ DD
9B3O 5@OE @O e 8 Bed. Detd® cOm LB 930 mM@0EE emed B¢
@G ¢, O8 em0RTOC B&I1eHB IR ¢, OB eo® =EBem B&BE ¢, 9® ®z3V
0@10B w3 ©838m Ced8 B30 BEIB NEHBEO R @D LIGSIB ARG & OB u@s
@cts D00 PoOmD O B NE®D e ©1@em Bed. & wewo geey dee® »debcd
@300 NBE® O3. Ox 8T B oo HHBm PEmwice S853 ©®siEn JEHcien
9530 Bexvostem gd (MARC 21, DBIB Framework) ©8me @853 com &“iflm 9530
0@10B w6 el §Bm a0gen t0MBO eBPOD oI BHRLT BRI DEOEC.

¢ gy @wews MARC 21 @8e8m00830» @30 D¢xi®@n @S
(DBIB) coewi8 »0 o(R®

2020 Dbmed & Como BB edmmIced @530 B®IBD BIED GoRwE DE5T 8B D
20283 O8z3 8 Roed @30 Berii®n @m0CT 8 $00ens’ (BB GRES
BEO, 30806 91 HO@ICT BBe® @bevinecnn:s et HIBD wE HBG. 6 Buiy)
s ©dwoen eaBe (Machine Readable Cataloging Format - MARC 21) ¢oeni®
DO & o0 geedy ¢0nd wwe we amaSes (Library of Congress, 2022).
VOB5Y waBwis wemnens SEmd SEO0 adns wBencIen e@ICHI| BITEHDD e
BE® 0 D@0 DI Ne® HOedCHE ect NEHOB ¥ BG. VOBL SHBw Hgedmmced
2030 e OB CRAD BB FeweismEO ev® B3O NVEE BBBICHE B VIDE.
D@0 0200 e®® @IS DB OB § Co YO @DEBO v D3 ansmd
O HIEC.
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1. ©Ow0en ¢oin Boudwmoens wwe DO.

200 enws BB e weBben HwdBwS (Read, 2017). ©® »ibe g 888
DatBs ¢cYOB B §d b PeEed wyvedins amvdas ©d.
B Com1ed 7@ EICED® O Nend G ®IBEEeROE®S 83 ¢8 ©10gm8es.
Den@s 5170 edICEDO & CoI BB GgedmmICed $i8m GBI0 D@ WEeE
¢t 8Os WOe®D t30eRI0MG WOOD HBG. OO o¥nd d¥es’ 98 @x30

Bepu3® @00t YBB0m idens’ tfetd BIOE.

Beg : 245 $a 988> EBvwrS 1 $b 00D ecine nE eNedHE D5
5eeS Bos D30 ©30 ©(3S / ¢ DBcE $RHOE.....

GBS ¢33y Beege s’ emnompdt MARC 21 @imaBe am)® 9uBss arpes 0 arm. @53 o188
D353 245 53O8 NS o0 @EIE @ITPTT BO HGeSICEd 245 018 gomwed 8Os
0 ©B®0 (Copy) e®d &gz 0 o0 (Import) ¢dedd &gedmmIcEIdnBOc 30
Clea» 08. dets® MARC 21 8 040 O@e ©8%3 G bmden B8Gime 1 gbmdes

C3 8300@INDGB OB IS IBOOO ¢ g e3dd 3 Ees.

Beegsd
040 $a LK - CoNLD $d UKL
GG ©dmTen BB SRISIS B ~lelole Jehleiotole:)
B Coo BB gedmIce DR BBODBICBG EmICE
2. 03208 wIcmE Bwede

MARC 21 8 &3 gg8ecdes’ons d53es3 miBem0 g Kbs d6e @500 Stodma

e300 B®E. 58

Il
2.

oce &bs D60 e¢mm0 e arm. OB O O Bls d6vwd gy Bbz Obv wmd B3

300 .

100
110
111

130

700
710
711
730

5 BB
aB8ebn Bbs

5 BB
5 BB
5 BB
5 BB

e8ebn Bz
a8ebn BUs
a8ebn Bz
a8ebn BUs

gloe »bma
SPIBHD) NG
GO 2N®

I8 9530 0®

5eOE 0O
0B 5@
[SIOISFaIC)

I8 9530 0®

(Library of Congress, 2022)
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=3® BE weBwum g Bvw wUma oes’ el 0® »® ¢c¥» arg »E g des’ &
&0z 100 @des .

Beegsd
100  $a Swxwm, 5oBRestd
100  $a esebc, @0Ses’
(©B®gBes, 2020)

3® B ©3®BeHBO ZLm DOBE ¢Oer’ GImEE »H® 98 g Kbss 5o
& WOTes NS @ 110 ecS.

Beggsd : 110 $a G Goo @ Rod. $b e ot
110 $a mcHo BdDBesicn. $b w@i8n Bexs Bdwm

=® BE aBwum g Kbsn ©®@IHen 0 B 53®EO Z Kbss eved »® O
(OB IS o 111 5.

111 Saworld peace conference $n (2nd: $d 1949 : $c Paris, France)
(B8wgBes, 2020)

NS @ 130 8 9O 08 y BBews3s & 0idm O 8w @530 59® ®IdH6 eEWI
@053 @200 Sed.

130 $a58ome. $p gpBoma
130 $a283cs. $p 2 entdned®s3nd

B0 @@m»00 700, 710, 711 0 730 8 & g Kbwwks’o @@m0d eBebn Bbs ewd®0
cBei® woevm HBed. I8 Sedeton »® g Bbswsd » aeSebm &bwvwksis
eniBm ©IBmne e oy » TBBOERE P PRe8. ewnids’ Kbwwsis
230020830 ©B5Y DTBDIC®D GBI DD,

vees® MARC 21 DBIB oS @823 Sus &bs 91 amn@&amn o¢ ¢30®00 ¢ gdeddd
@00 . OBE 3080208 ay8st Svw BOz w1 a5)®€R™ B¢ FRES e VBB, J IS
&0z 650 0 ISP o 653 Bi. OB 650 8 @ma®c Bvw &bs evecd. @ go 650
0ED @305 BBw 8B ¢ ewndB HBE.
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Beegss :
650 $a Food Service
650 $a Jounior high schools. $b Colombo
653 $amanS$aecyes$adiseases
650 $a 53 acmoens. $a BEBs . $2 & oo

& 2510 geOR 220, D 53O, BEA 00, FRVw GBIO 0@ o Bvw BUs wdBIEHEE
& anlnor »OBO Ot BA®S gudewns’ 8330208 meme ¢ 880 MARC 21 DBIB
20286 DIDDHEESY LD R D BERE.

Bl MARC 21 DBIB @008 s ¢3820en 86Lisdn o 880@omnd 3.

&8 8uDemO 353D WICEX DO ¥ YBIO N@IDE 3BBEHE ENI @CRIDS 5
CODE 10m yd» Hod ammbdhBn u8n 9u30 demdsd. (ISBD) 9530 Bedmoe
@Bon gumicens’ @gbun’ Se® a0gms’ i@ § 0®® ¥BBwe gredecd ¢®8mix
@Owoen BB wogwed ¢ @530 Bdmon ©®wiemed ©dn »e §88cB. (AACR2)
OB & oo BB 9530 OB B BBICHEB E3EWI @IGE®D Grienss ¢ @®® [SBD
BReB. 98 9O Bedmon w®BIcHG eI Wedy) 3l edDsImd Bed.

L. 9530 086 »I DOBE® IR
2 esotdmden Wednw
3 cOn 8Rce deds Sdmd
4. YDIOD @ICRNT(
5 098D @ICHIT
6 9O @D
7. 30053
8. ISBN 0 8¢
(ISBD, 2011)

MARC 21 DBIB @maes 8éissmn®as s¢® ¢ ISBD wew 880®on »d grm. ISBD
8 005 B0® EEleen BAEE ¢ DD WO .

ISBD cOesd 9530 590 v D0Be wwmins ¢HOe
e D300 3T FeCRD WEOIWImB/ &. B@osim e ©. 8.

@B CD©E.
MARC 21 woes’ 98 Pednw SBorome

245 $a 80 O19300 e 2ecEd e@moems / $¢ & Bwsty e &.
8. @B CB@E.
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Bet® Kbs o8O w1 BB eI drdecs ¢1@8my udwder B8 wogws (AACR2)
) §Eo@ws dEmds » gedaws (RDA) um B8 @ogn @cm® ewic eom 838 dems
B5ISD HOBO NT® B YBO 53IDE 3®BEBBIO NI 3R, e ImdBEBSI
9BIO 2N@DEWSIOSS 98 e YTO IO wr BUw esifed® w1 HwiIdmed H®edews’
decn® ovwdie s (Coding System) wdes wisifmd Sed®d eg O 88
MARC 21 gomeBe 030 grm. ©om BeggBs’ Oc @238 soEE od.

Beggd = 9O 50@00Bed O D80S
Ce30506, DB

0B @RmIens 5 Boeren GROL® / B8R Ee0m0weD . 0e® :
©@®Re@, 2019 . 8. 99 : T ©0®ss ; . 8. 21.
©@-ei» : Sr. 300

ISBN 978-624-00-0019-2
(B Co) SoB edIE ®»I YeCAD @ ®erdEws, 2019)

O® Dobm0® MARC 21 gomeBens’ Bg 80

020 $a97862400001928cc. 300 (ISBN eozocs) 00 BE

040 $alLK-CoNLD (e3G8m e3adcs)

082 $a712.28223 (©6® aomcm)

100 SaBesimocm, »8E (G Kbsw)

245 Saun® geomcens sy St@ren §ebE $c »B8E Ceomnwm.
(9830 006 »I DORO)

260 Saewmoc®: Shevied, $¢2019 (e emomdT)

300 $a8. 99: $boies0nss; $eoes. 8. 21(e998 @90)

650 Sand® ecomdenc

650 S$a8E8s n® Buc Bbs)

650 $a 9d® wiEu®mies

B Begys’oBs ens vrien’ arlBn §B0NODEDCeDRD 8D e®8 BB $IDHEO
o0 e DB, wbnden ¢ 1 JIBG Drewrs’ @30 NVE ¢ ¢ ®IdD
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Sri Lanka National Bibliography; the Path
Ahead in the Digital Age

Dr. Ruwan Gamage"

Abstract

The growth of digital media over the past few decades has resulted in questioning the
role of National Bibliographies. The International Federation of Library Associations
and Institutions (IFLA) has therefore reviewed innovative practices observed across the
globe, and proposed new guidelines. This article reviews the IFLA report (IFLA, 2022)
and investigates the application of ICT on national bibliographic landscapes in other recent
literature a well. The objective is to clear the path for future action towards continuing the
Sri Lanka National Bibliography (SLNB) compiled by the National Library of Sri Lanka
(NLSL) with a strong foundation, added value and enhanced usability.

1. Purpose of a National Bibliography

As Bell (1998) describes, a current national bibliography (NB) is a mirror that reflects
the culture of a country. Currently it is defined as a collection of the authoritative and
comprehensive records of the national intellectual output of a country. A NB should be
published regularly, and with the least possible delay. It is produced in accordance with
international standards by the national bibliographic agency (NBA).

Users of anational bibliography can vary. There can be a wide range of user groups of national
bibliographies, contributing as consumers or managers of bibliographic descriptions (/FLA,
2022, p. 39). Therefore, the NB should be able to cater to all these communities. Some
categories of prospective users and their anticipated requirements have been listed below.

e Librarians and bibliographers (bibliographic verification, acquisitions and metadata
sharing)

e Researchers, and historians (an aid to research)

*  Senior Lecturer, National Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS), University of

Colombo, Sri Lanka and Member, Advisory Committee of the Bibliographic Control Division,
National Library of Sri Lanka



e Business users (Booksellers for bibliographic verification and ordering; Publishers
using it as a marketing or promotional aid and for obtaining standardized metadata;
Bibliographic utilities who remarket bibliographic records for profit)

e Online information aggregators who rely on authoritative metadata (eg: Wikipedia
and Google Scholar)

e General public (general awareness on new publications)

2. Effect of ICT on National Bibliographies

ICT has enhanced the existing features and enabled new functionalities. For example, the
most basic requirement of a national bibliography is the searching and browsing facility. An
online search improves the user experience by several folds than searching on a physical
book or an electronic file. Search requirements may include creator name, title, language,
imprint, subject headings or keywords, publication type, genre, and format, and standard
identifiers (e.g. ISBN, ISSN).

In the recent publication, IFLA presents the effect of ICT on NB the following way.

“Advances in technology, the growth of the web and a multitude of electronic information
resources and consequent changes in publishing have inevitably changed the scope of
national bibliographies. Such developments, combined with advances in search-engine
technology and the advent of new approaches such as linked open data require a reappraisal
of national bibliographic services.” (IFLA, 2022).

IFLA had expressed the need and alarmed on the developments from a long time. For
example, in 2010, the IFLA working group on Guidelines for national bibliographies in the
digital age encouraged the National Bibliographic Agencies (NBA) to exploit all available
technology to support the creation and maintenance of the national bibliography (“2010 A
Changing Context — the IFLA Working Group on Guidelines for National Bibliographies in
a Digital Age,” n.d.).

In the 2012 Warsaw conference titled “Bibliography in the Digital Age”, following themes
discussed in relation to bibliographic control.

e Automated data creation and enhancement.

e Web harvesting.

e [Large scale processing of e-publications

e Growth in the use of ontologies and controlled vocabularies

e Semantic approaches which the attention moved from MARC tags to RDF triples
e Development and maintenance of persistent links and identifiers

e Linking between resources
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3. Responsibility of the National Bibliographic Agency

According to the IFLA Professional Statement on Universal Bibliographic Control (2012),
the national bibliographic agency (NBA) is the organizational unit established within
a country’s library system. The NBA undertakes responsibility for the preparation of
bibliographic records for each new publication issued in the country. These records should be
in accordance with accepted international bibliographic standards. These must be published
with the shortest possible delay in a national bibliography, which should appear on a regular
basis.

4. Sri Lanka National Bibliography (SLNB)

In Sri Lanka, the role of the NBA is performed by the National Library and Documentation
Services Board (NLDSB) or as commonly known the National Library of Sri Lanka (NLSL).

Sri Lanka National Bibliography (SLNB) is the only authoritative record of current publishing
in Sri Lanka. It was compiled and published by the Department of National Archives from
1963 to 1973. Since 1974 SLNB is compiled and published by the National Library.

It is published as a print copy, and is also available as soft copies of the print version in PDF
version on the National Digital Library of Sri Lanka. Since 1994, it changed its frequency
from quarterly to a monthly publication. The SLNB includes information on printed
publications, audio-visual materials, first issue of newspapers and serial publications,
reprints with ISBN and ISMN numbers, unpublished postgraduate theses. Pre-publication
information is included as a separate section titled “Catalogue of Forthcoming Publications”.
It includes Sinhala, Tamil and English language publications. Retrospective and cumulative
volumes have also been published.

National Library uses the open source Koha Library Automation software to automate
its catalog. The National Digital Repository is maintained on DSpace Digital Library
environment. Creation of Metadata is carried out by the Bibliographic Control division
of the National Library of Sri Lanka (NLSL). Therefore, the metadata creation is fairly
consistent and standardized. The NLSL took a significant step towards standardization by
introducing a Descriptive Bibliographic Framework (DBIB) with selected MARC 21 tags
for Monographs. It continues to prepare frameworks for other formats as well (Gamage et
al., 2020). It is mandatory to provide pre-publication data by authors and publishers at the
time of obtaining the ISBN, ISSN and ISMN. Therefore, the catalog, digital library, pre-
publication data and the national bibliography are separate entities, lacking integration.

5. Legal deposit in Sri Lanka

Legal deposit is closely connected with the collection development of the NBA of a
country, and thus the creation of the NB. According to the provisions of the current law, the
responsibility of the legal deposit lies with the Sri Lanka National Archives (SLNA). NLSL
receives one copy of each publication added to the collection.

The SLNA mainly collects print materials while TV and radio broadcasts are collected at
the TV and radio stations. The Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation (SLRC) and the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC) are the de facto audio-visual archives in the country,
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but mainly limiting to their own productions. However, with the introduction of the new
Legal Deposit Act (DNA, 2019), the legal deposit process is expected to be changed. The
NLSL and the SLNA are expected to share the responsibility of collecting copies of different
formats.

6. IFLA Recommendations

The following section draws recommendations mainly from the IFLA (/FLA, 2022; IFLA
Professional Statement on UBC, 2012; IFLA Working Group on Guidelines for National
Bibliographies, 2008a). Citations and examples from other sources also have been presented
whenever required.

6.1. Recommendations based on the diversity of NBA

As IFLA states, there is no rule to make the national bibliography an integral part of the
catalog of the national library. However, it specifies that if the national bibliography is a part
of the main catalog or a union catalog, users should be able to search within that segment,
distinct from any institutional or union catalog as well.

In some countries, the National Library is also an institutional library, for example in a
University, Legislature, or other government institutions. In such a case, the IFLA iterates
that the institutional and national roles should be distinctly identified, and prominence
should be given to bibliographic functions.

Responsibility for national bibliographic control is not always centrally handled. For
example, textual collections could be developed at the national library, while film, TV and
broadcast archives are located elsewhere. IFLA states that, when several organizations share
responsibility of the legal deposit collection, they should also share the responsibility of
creating the national bibliography (/FLA, 2022).

The NBA cannot succeed in their efforts unless efficient cooperation with publishers, media
producers, and distributors is also established. These organizations can reap benefits of
timely and continuous depositing of their publications by getting a higher visibility to their
publications. On the other hand, NBA will be saving time and energy spent on otherwise
repeated work such as scanning print copies. A born digital copy too could be available, for
either hosting in-house or making available on an external server.

6.2. Delivery and promotion of national bibliographic services

IFLA (2022) states that the current trend is to provide access to the national bibliographies
via the web. It is important to provide a clear and direct link to the national bibliography
from the NBA’s website home page. Some NBAs are using RSS feeds to disseminate
information on newly-published works. Thus, different RSS feeds can be created to tailor to
specific interests of prospective beneficiaries. Similarly, a “new books” webpage or website
can call attention to recently released publications in the country. It is also important that
the national bibliography is harvested by major search engines such as Google and Yahoo,
while ensuring that the provenance of the records is clearly indicated.
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Since national bibliographies (or the institutions providing them) are often publicly funded,
there has been a growing demand for them to be seen as national data assets. Thus it has
been necessary to make metadata freely available under open licensing terms. At the same
time, it is necessary to make them available to the developer communities for free or a fee.
However, it is understood that catering to two different communities who doesn’t understand
much on each other’s language is challenging.

6.3. Intellectual property rights

When it comes to metadata, there would not be much concern on the ownership or copyright,
except for links to full text. However, when depositing digital publications is concerned,
there is much speculation among publishers and creators on their security and access control.
Therefore in that sense, NBA should work with publishers and creators to build confidence
on the control of access (IFLA Working Group on Guidelines for National Bibliographies,
2008Db).

6.4. Selecting a Business Model

Considering the lasting benefit of the investment, IFLA advices the NBA to consider the
costs of implementing the national bibliographic service as capital cost. Cost for delivery
can be considered a recurring cost. Although usually the return on investment cannot be
shown in monetary terms, applying a business model is also an option.

The business model may vary on various factors. If the NBA decides to earn income from the
activity, at least to cover costs, there is the option to charge for a searchable database from
the subscribing institutions, and make the PDF version of the serial publication available
free of charge for the general public.

A compilation of free and fee based services offered by various other NBAs have been given
below.
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Table 1: Free and fee based services offered by some NBAs of the world (Source:
Compiled by the author based on Alpigiano et al., 2022; IFLA, 2022; Lucarelli, 2022;
Wos Bellini, 2022). Used NA when there is no evidence for fee based services. Notes
have been given below the table.

Country NBA National Bib- | Modes Free services | Fee based ser-

liography vices

Canada Library and | Canadian Library’s on- | MARC 21 Other MARC re-
Archives National line catalogue | records for se- | cords only avail-
Canada Bibliography | (Aurora). lected govern- | able to libraries
(LAC) (Canadiana) | Included in ment publica- | with a catalogu-

the national tions freely ing subscription
union cata- downloadable. | to OCLC World-
logue (Voila). Cat.

France Bibliotheque | Bibliographie | A distinct Records Provides a
nationale Nationale publication downloadable. | MARC records
de France Frangaise on the BnF Also accessi- | distribution ser-
(BnF) website ble via Z39.50 | vice on subscrip-

and SRU. tion basis®.

Italy Biblioteca Bibliografia Online cata- | Records NA
Nazionale nazionale log download-

Centrale in | italiana (BNI) able in PDF,
Rome and UNIMARC,
Florence and XML

Lithuania | National Lithuanian Online cata- | Records The published
Library of national bibli- | log downloadable. | national bibliog-
Lithuania ography Also available | raphy available

via Z39.50 on subscription
basis.

Sweden National Swedish na- [ Online cata- | Freely NA
library of tional bibliog- | log accessible.

Sweden raphy (Svensk
bokforteck-
ning)

Switzer- Swiss The Swiss Online Freely aces- NA

land National Li- | Book catalog sible.
brary (SNL) (Helveticat).

United British Li- British Online Freely acces- | Offers a range

Kingdom | bray National Catalog.? sible. of fee based op-

Bibliography tions.
(BNB)

Denmark | Danish Bib- [ Danish Na- Union catalog | Freely NA
liographic tional Bibli- accessible.®
Centre ography
(DBC)

a. It is free for the French public libraries. Retrospective files or customized files available
for variable prices.

b. National bibliography accessible as part of Libris, the national union catalogue of
research libraries.
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c. A bi-monthly free PDF version is available.

d. Under the UK Cataloguing-in-Publication Programme (CIP) information on new titles
appears up to 16 weeks ahead of the announced publication date.

e. A common metadata repository referred to as the ‘Danish National Data well’ exists
to support access. Batch files are provided for download on a weekly basis. Uses shared
cataloguing.

7. Standard practices in contemporary National Bibliography creation
and maintenance

This section uses recommendations and examples from various literature. It mentions the
tools and practices that we already use as well as some state-of-the-art technologies yet to
be initiated in the Sri Lankan context.

7.1. Sharing, reusing and repurposing of metadata and authority data

Efficient reuse of metadata is a rule of thumb in modern bibliographic control. Therefore,
metadata across catalogs, and NBs should be standardized and consistent. [FL A recommends
that the NB and the catalog of the NBA should be derived from a single logical data set
(IFLA, 2022, p. 31). This enables the integration of workflows across products. Pre-existing
metadata can be reused at collection development, description and retrieval stages. This
makes automation of all stages easy and error free. It also enables cross organization sharing
of metadata and authority data; for example, by other communities such as museums and
archives.

7.2. Adherence to software standards

Online national bibliographies can be directly accessed by software applications. These
applications can belong to other libraries and cultural heritage institutions, commercial
agencies, metadata aggregators, publishers and others that benefit from using high quality
metadata derived from the national bibliography (/FLA, 2022, p. 44). Such applications
include federated or distributed searching and harvesting tools. An example is the proposal
to develop a union catalog using the VuFind resource portal (Jayakananthan & Gamage,
2015, 2019).

Specifically, cross-sector information system requirements may include...
e Distributed searching using ANSI/NISO Z39.50 or SRU/SRW.
e A central index, created and maintained by harvesting with OAI-PMH.

e An RDF triple store for use via the Linked Data API or a SPARQL endpoint.
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Such usage requires additional technical and security requirements to be implemented when
developing a functional online national bibliography.

7.3. Adherence to bibliographic standards

In bibliographic control of resources in NBs, cataloging rules, authority control, subject
indexing standards are essential to be maintained. In addition, a detailed discussion on
metadata formats, script conversion, character sets etc. is out of the scope of this article.

7.3.1. Cataloging rules

To date, Sri Lankan libraries are following the AACR II cataloging rules as the main
cataloging standard. However, it is important to decide on concurrent transition to Resource
Description and Access (RDA), the next level set of rules to conform to the international
standards. Having said that, it should be noted that in the recently introduced DBIB
Framework (Gamage et al., 2020), the NLSL has used some metadata fields corresponding
to RDA. The RDA Registry contains linked data representations of all the elements provided
for RDA, which helps to ‘find’ materials not only searched by the user, but also automatically
linked based on descriptors.

The world is now moving into linked data. For this era, MARC 21 format which was
originally designed when electronic data was just a stand-alone entity is insufficient.
Therefore, BIBFRAME, short for Bibliographic Framework had been introduced. This
model is more than a mere replacement for the library community’s current MARC format
(Miller et al., 2012).

The collection of Semantic Web technologies (RDF, XML, OWL, SKOS, SPARQL, etc.)
provides an environment where Web applications can query that data, and draw inferences
using vocabularies (Linked Data, n.d.; “RDF vs XML,” n.d.). These techniques have been
used by some National Bibliographies (See examples in section 8).

7.3.2. Authority control

The MARC 21 Format for Authority Data is a popular format for the representation and
exchange of authority files in Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka, NLSL is taking a lead in adoption
of this, which may set an example for other libraries. With RDA being popular as an
internationally used set of cataloging rules, RDA authority control requirements can also
be adopted.

7.3.3. Subject indexing

The Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) is popularly known for selection of
subject headings. There is a search interface to select the best suited headings for a given
material. There are non-English based subject headings lists also, such as the Nuovo
Soggettario (Italian),
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RVM (French language system developed in Canada), RAMEAU (French language system
developed in France). A project titled Multilingual Access to Subjects (MACS) was carried
out by British, German, French, and Swiss national libraries to assist users to search across
languages. Sri Lanka is yet to develop a local language thesaurus which can be used by
libraries for assigning subject headings. Although various print and online thesauri are
available, they have not been designed for this purpose.

As Lucarelli (2022) mentions, the relationship between terminology experts and librarians
engaged in subject indexing is weak. Therefore, it is time for Sri Lankan library science
experts to invite the information science experts to collaborate and generate new and
innovative national bibliographies.

8. Few examples of extensive use of digital technologies

It would not be complete if I do not provide some real-world examples of integrating new
ICT based solutions in designing National Bibliographies. I am outlining a few examples
from Germany and Italy.

Figure 1 is showing the interface of the catalog of the German National Library. In addition
to viewing connected publications, it is also possible to move to the French language subject
headings RAMEAU. Also, it is possible to browse towards Library of Congress Subject
Headings (LCSH) where works about the same topic can be explored in the catalogue of the
Library of Congress (Lucarelli, 2022).

LEIPZIG
E I? WE‘ FRANKFURT AM MAIN
ﬁ IOTHE

Kontakt | A-Z = Tréger / Forderer Datenschutz Impressum | Hilfe | Mein Konto | English

¢ Katalog KATALOG DER DEUTSCHEN NATIONALBIBLIOTHEK
> Einfache Suche
Gesamter Bestand | | Musikarchiv | Exilsammlungen | Buchmuseum
» Erweiterte Suche
> Browsen (DDC) > Suchformular zuriicksetzen
» Suchverlauf
Sri Lanka Finden > | [J Expertensuche ?
> Meine Auswahl
> Hilfe
> Datenshop @ Die 2 Milli frei angli Onli ikati konnen in der

Trefferliste iiber "Alle Standorte - Online (frei zugénglich)" gefiltert
werden. Zugang erhalten Sie in der Datensatzansicht liber den Link
3> Ablieferung von "Archivobjekt 6ffnen" oder iiber die URN im Label "Persistent Identifier".
Netzpublikationen

» Mein Konto

» Informationsvermittlung

Ergebnis der Suche nach: "Sri" and "Lanka" = Alle Materialarten
Login im Bestand: Gesamter Bestand u Filme/Hérbiicher (12)
1-10von 4391 | Datum (neuestes zuerst) v sortieren > ||« [>][» u Zeitschriften/Serien (31)
- m Karten (40)
~» Uber die Deutsche = Musiknoten (1)
Nationalbibliothek 1 Lonely Planet Reisefiihrer Sri Lanka Ankiindigung, u Elektronische Datentrager (12)
1 Bindloss, Joe. - Ostfildern : MAIRDUMONT, 2099, 5. Auflage, Aktualisierte m Ausgaben/Hefte (6)
[——— 7 Nachauflage m Trégermaterialien (Papiere und
= Einbande) (1)
ENEnEnEE = Mikroformen (18)

Fig.1: A search result displayed on the catalog interface of the German National
Library (German Version).
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After selecting the publication, it provides a link to linked data in RDF format (See Figure
2).

& Actions

|| Add to my selection
£, Print view
| Forward

-» MARC21 XML representation of this
dataset

«§ RDF (Turtle) representation of this dataset

-» Documentation RDF (Linked Data Service)
bf: BIBFRAME representation of this dataset

-» Project BIBFRAME

Fig. 2. Links to the XML and BIBFRAME representations, and RDF link data in the
German National Bibliographic records (translated by Google).

Figure 3 shows the Nuovo soggettario thesaurus. It is the subject indexing system managed
and implemented by the National Central Library of Florence (NCLF), Italy. It has been
linked to the works described in the online catalogues of the NCLF and Italy’s National
Library Service (SBN).

'_'i’aC Nuovo soggettario - Thesaurus S

£
V]
Criteria Help search Abbreviations Reference sources News Download il
Search
Elaboratori HIERARGHY Bibliographic records
Category: Cose:Oggetti o CGENE?
— Resources
Used For Calcolatori elettronici, Cervelli elettronici, "
c . o o — Subjects
ompL!ter, aboratori elettronici . OPAC SBN
Top Term Oggetti — Resources
Broader Term [Oggetti relativi alle scienze dell'informazione, comunicazione,

telecomunicazioni]
Narrower Term Computer quantistici
Elaboratori analogici
Elaboratori paralleli
Macchine sequenziali
Memorie <Elaboratori>
Microcontrollori SIS
Microelaboratori

Minielaboratori

Fig. 3: When the thesaurus was searched for the word ‘computer’, the preferred
term in Italian was shown.
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See direct links to BNCF and SBN OPAC search at the right side.

Further down in the result, links to other subject headings lists (Eg: LCSH) are given (See
Figure 4).

Usato nella scomposizione di Elaboratori elettronici nella letteratura

Has historical variant Elaboratori elettronici

History Note Precedentemente: Elaboratori elettronici (BNI 1956-1985)
References BNI 1956-1985: Elaboratori

elettronici; Treccani.it; PT; AGROVOC; DizITM; TRT; WebDewey(IT)
DDC (WebDewey) 004

Equivalents
= LCSH: Computers
L B RAMEAU: Ordinateurs
EZ EMBNE: Ordenadores

Proposed by BNI
Record status Termine strutturato
Id. 2752

Fig. 4: Further down of the result of searching the Nuovo Soggettario thesaurus
showing links to other thesaurus, extending the search to reveal some additional
resources.

Without stopping there, the thesaurus can link to other cultural heritage institutions such as
museums, and galleries (See Figure 5).

Bibliographic records

+ OPAC BNCF
— Resources
— Subjects

+« OPAC SBN
— Resources

Archives and Museums Resources

Fig. 5: A section of the display of results of the Nuovo Soggettario thesaurus (Google
translation)

showing links to the Uffizi Gallery and the Galileo Museum in Italy.
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9. Conclusion

‘National Bibliography’ is an age-old concept which needs modernization. Information on
new publications is ‘available’ on the Web. However, this availability is just an illusion since
tools for identifying distributed resources from a single interface are lacking. A researcher
cannot be satisfied by the few publications retrieved when searched on the Web, or even on
the library catalogs. Even the best information literate person cannot find more than that, since
the limitation is imposed by the generic technologyused, not by a person’s skill level.

At this point, it reminds me the extent to which Dr. [an Goonetileke’s monumental work; A
bibliography of Ceylon (Sri Lanka): a systematic guide to the literature on the land, people,
history and culture published in 1980s, won the hearts of scholars. The said publication
used the best technology and delivery method available at that time. If proper standards are
followed, and technology of the time is adopted, a bibliography can serve the universe. A
national bibliography does more!
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The Role of the Bibliographic Control Division in the Process of
Compiling the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka

Chandima Wadasinghe"

Abstract

A National Bibliography is a systematic bibliography of acquisitions of a National Library.
National Bibliographies are valuable for researchers since the data is curated, comprehensive,
and authoritative. A National Bibliography is a source that aims to provide a complete list
of all the printed or non-printed resources produced in a particular nation during a specific
period. Any intellectual output, regardless of format, can be referred to as “publications”
in this context. A National Bibliography has the ability to offer a current, timely, and
authoritative list of all titles published in a nation, as well as a record of their existence and
an obvious identification of them. National Bibliographies help researchers to establish the
publishing output of a nation or region.

The Ceylon National Bibliography (CNB) was first compiled in 1962 by the Department of
National Archives. Mr A. J. Wells, the editor of the British National Bibliography (BNB)
at the time, provided guidance and assistance with this task. Therefore, Vol. 1 and No. 1
of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography were formally published in January 1963. Later,
in 1973, the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board was tasked with compiling the Sri
Lankan National Bibliography; since then, the Board has been responsible for doing so.
The National Library and Documentation Services Board publish the Sri Lanka National
Bibliography (SLNB) monthly publication that provides bibliographical details on works in
Sinhala, Tamil, and English published in Sri Lanka, in Sri Lanka or by Sri Lankans in other
countries.

Introduction

Maintaining and controlling national-level bibliographic services inany country is the primary
responsibility assigned to the country’s National Library. In order to establish bibliographic
control, it is essential to record the publications published in the country. Bibliographic
control is a system for recording and describing library materials in a catalogue or database,
making these materials more accessible in a library or documentation centre. Bibliographic
control can be called the understanding of all written and published records related to human
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knowledge (Ranasinghe, 1999; p. 6). Thus, the National Bibliography of the country has
a prominent place in the control of the national level of bibliographic control. A National
Library’s main task is updating the publications published in the country as soon as possible
and publishing those records in printed or other forms. Therefore, National Bibliographies are
compiled to record information about the publications published in each country accurately.
Maintaining an active information service in the knowledge-based society that has emerged
due to the advancement of printing, increased literacy, and educational expansion is critical.
Therefore, documentation of bibliographic information of books published in a country in
an accepted method is the compilation of bibliographies for the benefit of the users.

“A current National Bibliography is a mirror that reflects the culture, character, and current
interest of a country by listing its publishing output. Not only does it serve as a historical
recorder, but when distributed to other countries, it serves as a ‘window’ to that country”
(Bell, 1988). All nations are responsible for creating a National Bibliography that lists all
works published in their nation; only then would it be able to survey the world’s literary
population. Achieving complete bibliographic control of the notably high literary production
1samonumental task for a nation with varied languages and scripts. The NationalBibliography
aims to catalogue the nation’s published legacy and spread awareness among current and
future generations.

A National Bibliography is defined as follows in Harrod’slibrarians’ glossary (Harrod’s
Librarians’ Glossary and Reference Book, 2005 : 472p.) :

“A bibliography which lists all the books and other publications published, or distributed
in significant quantity, in a particular country. Sometimes the term is used with respect
to the new publications published within a specific period, and sometimes for all those
published within a lengthy period of many years. It is also used to indicate a bibliography
of publications about a country (whether written by its nationals or not) and those written in
the country’s language as well as those published in it”.

A National Bibliography provides a current, timely, comprehensive, and authoritative
list of all titles published in a country and a record of their existence and unambiguous
identification.

The advantages are as follows,

. National Bibliographies as a source of data that can be used for research

. The interplay of National Bibliographies and library collections

. The inclusion of new media formats and full-text resources in national bibliographies
. Describing the purpose of compiling a comprehensive description of a country’s

publishing output: new conceptualizations

. User awareness regarding the characteristics of national bibliographic data

. The relationship of National Bibliographices data to metadata from national union
catalogues

. Relevance of National Bibliographies concerning other metadata suppliers of

publication data, i.e. publishers, cultural heritage institutions, organizations, etc.
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. Projects including National Bibliographies presenting examples of metadata
collaborations outside the library contexts

In Sri Lanka, this documentation is done by compiling the National Bibliography of
Sri Lanka. In 1963, the National Archives Department officially started the compilation
of the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka to create control over book circulation. Later,
the compilation work was assigned to the National Library Service Board of Sri Lanka.
Accordingly, since the year 1973, the compilation work has been carried out by the Board.
Following the international standards in preparing the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka,
it is included in the National Bibliography as soon as any publication is published. Thus,
the National Bibliography, which provides information about various types of publications
published in the country, is also considered the memory of the nation of the respective
country (Amarasiri 1995, p.15). The National Bibliography of Sri Lanka is a systematic,
continuous, and authoritative record of the national literature published in Sri Lanka
(Gunasekara,1982,p. 9). The amended National Library and Documentation Services Board
Act No. 51 of 1998 stated the work of compiling the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka as
one of the primary responsibilities of the National Library, and this is the only authoritative
record of publications published in Sri Lanka.

Coverage of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography

The National Library and Documentation Services Board publish the Sri Lanka National
Bibliography (SLNB) as a monthly publication that includes bibliographical information
for the following areas:

e Recent publications in Sinhala, Tamil, and English in Sri Lanka

e Publications published in foreign countries about Sri Lanka Publications by Sri
Lankans

e living in other countries

e Reprints;
Reprints where the publisher or place of publication has changed or received a new
International Standard book number (ISBN)

e Reprints of books printed before 1963, when the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka
was published.

Publications included in the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka
Printed works

The National Bibliography of Sri Lanka does not include information on small publications
of a few pages with no academic value. According to the Sri Lanka National Bibliography
Compilation Policy (2002), only the following bibliographic information on the latest
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printed works published in Sinhala, Tamil, and English will be included in the bibliography
compilation.

Government publications

Acts, Bills, and other legal publications, reports, and publications of government
agencies, publications of provincial councils and local government bodies (excluding
propaganda and entertainment works), Children’s and Juvenile Literature (no page
count is concerned here)

Publications issued by societies, corporations, and non-governmental organizations
(except campaign works and annual reports)

Index and bibliography with quantitative, qualitative, and research value
diagrams, charts, and cartoon books

maps Books

Printed musical compositions

Collected photos

Reports of private institutions

Books on cooking

Text books

Periodicals or Newspapers

Only bibliographic information is contained in the first volume of newspapers and
periodicals.

Audio Visual Media Publications

As audio-visual media is not as widely published as printed books, bibliographic
information on audio-visual media publications has been included bi-annually since
2006.

Postgraduate theses

Bibliographic information on unpublished MA, M.Phil., and PhD theses from 2004
onwards, which Sri Lankans submitted to Sri Lankan and foreign universities for
postgraduate degrees, is included in the National Bibliography.
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Publications not included in the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka

According to the National Bibliography Policy of Sri Lanka (2002), the following short
works (Ephamara) are not included:

. Leaflets

. Posters

. Programmes

. Invitation Cards

- Souvenirs

. Book marks

. Brochures

. Exhibition catalogues
. Pamphlets

. Photographs

. Newspaper articles

. Menus

. Tourist guides

. Handouts

. Forms

. Advertisements

. Postcards

. Picture postcard

. Propagandic literature

Sources of information

In the compilation of the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka, bibliographic information
about the publications acquired from the following channels is used:

m Publications deposited in the National Library under the Legal Deposit System of the
Department of National Archives, Sri Lanka.

m Publications acquired into the National Library Collection by purchases to develop the
National Library collection

m Authors and publishers voluntarily provide the latest publications under the
International Standard Book Numbering Project, implemented by the National Library
and Documentation Services Board.

m Latest publications purchased from authors under the Publications Assistance Project
and the New Publication Purchase Project

Compilation process

The printed or non-printed publications of a country reveal the socio-economic and political
information of the country. Also, provide an understanding of the wealth of knowledge
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generated in the country. The National Bibliography of Sri Lanka aims to organize and
disseminate bibliographic information according to international standards, allowing easy
and quick access to all types of knowledge materials published about Sri Lanka and written
by Sri Lankans living abroad.

Selection according to the language of acquired publication sources for the compilation
of the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka after the completion of the retrieval process,
Reprints and publications previously included in the National Bibliography are identified,
classification and cataloguing activities, Cataloguing card compilation for the main entry and
supplementary entries; verification of the correctness of cataloguing cards by checking the
relevant printed publications, the alphabetical arrangement of the subject section according
to the DDC classification, the alphabetical arrangement of the author, title, and series index,
computerization, proofreading, and submission of the final manuscript for printing. These
are the tasks to be performed. The Board itself does the printing of the National Bibliography
of Sri Lanka. After completing these tasks, the subject section and additional entries are
filed for the cumulative National Bibliography. Apart from this, the authority file is also
maintained.

Compilation of the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka

The National Bibliography of Sri Lanka has been published monthly since 1994 and contains
bibliographic information on publications published in Sinhala, Tamil, and English. The
National Bibliography of Sri Lanka consists of three parts according to the language of the
publication. The bibliographic information is organized into the following three parts:

* Subject section
* Author, Title, Series Indexes, and Subject Index

* In addition, pre-publications containing information on forthcoming publications are
also included.

Subject section

Detailed information about each work, including the following bibliographic information, is
presented in the subject section.

» Title
* Parallel title
e Subtitle

* Author/ Joint authors/ editors/ translators/ adaptors
* Place of publication

* Publisher

* Year of publication

*  Volume number

* Number of pages

* Illustration

* Height of Book ( Size in cm)
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* Binding Method (Wire, Thread, Glue, Rexin, Fabric, Hole)

* Cover (Paper Cover, Cardboard Cover, Board Cover, Rexin Cover )
* Price

* Notes

« ISBN/ISSN/ISMN No.

* Legal Deposit no.

Organization of bibliographic information

The organization of bibliographic information is done following interNational Library
and information science methods. This practice enables information searchers to quickly
access the information according to their needs, which is done through cataloguing and
classification activities. Cataloguing is done according to the 2" edition of the Anglo-
American Cataloguing Rules (AACR), and subject classification is done according to the
231 edition of the Dewey Decimal Classification. Since 2011, the 23™ edition has been used,
and the classification numbers are built according to its instructions.

DDC classification provides a logical approach to the arrangement of documentary
materials. The use of classification allows library users to browse shelves to find materials
and additional items on the same or related subjects and learn what documents the library
has on a specific topic. The entries included in the Sri Lanka National Bibliography are
arranged alphabetically by Dewey Decimal Classification number and subject, and the chain
index method is used in this arrangement.

The Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) is structured around ten main classes covering
the entire world of knowledge; each main class is further structured into ten hierarchical
divisions, each having ten divisions of increasing specificity. As a library classification
system, the DDC is "arranged by discipline, not subject."

853

30 0 SOCIAL SCIENCES
330 ECONOMICS
332 — Financial economics
332.1 - Banks
332.11 — Central banks
332.11095493 - Sri Lanka

The Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, 2nd ed., also known as AACR?2, serve as the basis
for cataloguing books and other library materials. It is one of the resources used to search
where to find any item in the library’s collection. The Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules
(AACR) are the essential international cataloguing rules used by libraries to describe various
information resources.

The AACR2 rules cover the standard details about areas such as the title, publisher, edition,
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series, etc., and how library resources are organized, including books, serials, maps, etc.
AACR?2 also provides rules for formulating standard forms for names and titles to provide
access to and compile those descriptions. AACR2 standardized cataloguing and ensured
consistency within and between catalogues of libraries that use the same code in identically
describing the physical attributes of library materials.

Ex:
The main entry of the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka

332 — Financial economics
332.1 - Banks

332.11 — Central banks
332.11095493 - Sri Lanka

Central Bank of Sri Lanka
Strategic plan 2015 - 2020: Central Bank of Sri Lanka. - Colombo: Central
Bank of Sri Lanka, 2015. - xii,140 p. : ill ; 29 cm.
Ad-Bc : Unpriced (1000782 NL)
(415572 NA)

Use of Authority name

In order to avoid duplication in cataloguing, one recognized author title should be used for
the same author using different nomenclature forms, and one recognized bibliographic title
should be used for the same book title using different nomenclature forms. Thus, to maintain
the status of the library catalogue at a high level, the author name file, the title authority file,
and the ministries of authority file compiled by the National Library and Documentation
Services Board are used for the use of authority names. The following example shows the
use of personal names and titles in edited works of old Sinhala literature.
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Overview of the ISBD

The International Standard Bibliographic Description ISBD is a set of rules produced by the
International Federation of Library Associations to describea wide range of library materials
within the context of a catalogue. A key advantage of ISBD is that it is a concise rule set that
produces an easy-to-understand, human-readable representation of a bibliographic record that
canbeunderstood withoutknowing the language of the resource (IFLA: International Standard
Bibliographic Description, 2022). The ISBD’s primary goal is to offer consistency when
sharing bibliographic information. According to the International Standard Bibliographic
Description (ISDB), the library catalogue has eight areas, which are the following:

Title and statement ore responsibility areas
Edition area

Materials or type of resources specific area
Publication, production, distribution, etc., area
Physical description area

Series area

Notes area

Resource identifier and term of availability area

Description of Monographs

Punctuation marks used in the cataloguing entry are as follows;

AREAS ELEMENT PUNCTUATION USE

1.1 Title proper
& statement of | / (diagonal slash)
responsibility

Separate title and state-
ment of responsibility

Encloses the kind of ma-

1.2 General ma- terial.

1. Title and statement | terials designa- | [ ] (bracket)
of responsibility tion

Encloses information
taken from non-prescribed
sources

Designates & precedes the

1.3 Parallel title | = (equal sign) parallel title

1.4 other title Precedes other title infor-
. : : (colon) i
information mation.
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2. Edition area

2.1 Edition
statement

. — (full stop
space dash space)

Separates the first area
from the edition area.

2.2 Statement
of information

Precedes statement about

about the edi- , (comma) edition, e.g., enlarge ed.
tion (2 ed., enl.)

2.3 Statement Separates edition state-
of responsibility |/ (diagonal slash) ment and statement of

relating to the
edition

Subsequent
statement of
responsibility

; (semi-colon)

responsibility.

Separate first from sub-
sequent statements of
responsibility.

3.1 First place
of publication

. — (full stop
space dash space)

Separates edition area
from the first place of

3.2 Subsequent

publication

Separates first place of

o _ . | place of publi- ; (semi-colon) publication from subse-
3. Rubllcatlon, distri- | o400 quent places
bution, etc. area
3.3 Name of : (colon) Follows after the place of
publisher ’ publication
Precedes date of publica-
ifa‘fi)(?;e of pub- , (comma) tion and other dates of
printing
Separates publication,
4. Physical Descrip- 4.1 number of . (full stop and distribution area from

tion area

volumes and/or
pagination

space dash space)

physical description un-
less it begins with a new
paragraph

4.2 illustrative
matter

: (colon)

Precede illustrative mat-
ters

4.3 dimensions

; (semi-colon)

Separates dimensions
from illustrations

4.4 accompany-
ing materials

() (Parentheses)

Encloses statements about
accompanying materials

5. Series Area

5.1 Title proper
of series

. — (full stop
space dash space)

Separates physical de-
scription area from series
area

5.2 Series State-
ment

() (parentheses)

Enclose the entire series
statement

5.3 Numbering
within the series
statement

; (semi-colon)

Separates numbering from
other statements in the
series
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6. Note the area

6.1 The notes

. — (full stop
space dash space)

Separates series area from
notes area unless it begins
with a new paragraph; ev-
ery added note may start
with a new paragraph.

To Separate the main con-

6.2 Introductory : (colon) tent of the note from its
words .
introductory words.
Separates notes area from
7. Standard numl?er 7.1 Standard . — (full stop standard number unless it
and terms of avail- : .
o Numbers space dash space) | begins with a new para-
ability area
graph.
79 Terms of To separate standard num-
o : colon bers and terms of avail-
availability o
ability.
7.3 Qualifica- .
tions such as () (parentheses) E:gclose the type of bind-

type of binding

(Source: https://sites.google.com/site/cataloging1/partii)

Pictorial impressions of early colonial Sri Lanka : peoples'

customs and occupations / Rajpal de Silva and Kumari 4

Ex:
Author Title Subtitle
De Silva, Rajpal l /

" Joint Author

/ Binding f ill.

Pages

ISBN

Jayawardena. — London: Serendib Publications, 2014. —4— Year
x,196 p. : col. ill.; 29 cm. ! publisher
/ Ts-Cbc : Rs. 2700.0 ‘\ (1001909 NL)
?ISBN 978-955-0810-02- < Location
size Place of publication
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Abbreviations used for the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka

ABBREVIATIONS
Ad. - Adhesive Be. - Board cover
Cbd. - cardboard cover cm. - centimeters
col. ill. - colour illustrated comp. - compiler
Dept. - Department ed. - edited, edition, editor
et. al - and others Govt. - Government
ill. - illustration, illustrated, illustrator ISBN - International Standard Book
Number
ISMN - International Standard Music ISSN - International Standard Serial
Number Number
jt.au. - joint author Lb. - Leather binding
NA - National Archives No. - Number
Nos. - Numbers NL - National Library
p. - pages Pc. - Paper cover
Pub. - Publication rev. - revised, revision
IX. - rexine cover s.l. - sine loco - no place of publication
s.n. - sine nomine — no publisher’s name | Sb. - Spiral binding
tr. - translation, translated, translator Ts. - Thread sewn
Vol. - Volume Ws. - Wire stitched

Author Title and Series Index

Since this index is filed in alphabetical order, a reader who knows only the author or
title can access the book’s bibliographic information quickly. Here, the title of the book
is mentioned before the author, and the author is mentioned before the title of the book.
For further convenience to the readers, the Dewey Decimal Classification number of the
book’s subject is mentioned in front of it.

Fx:
Abdul-Rahman, Fathima. Culinary capers of a Galle Fort housewife 641.50212
Abeyagoonasekera, Dhyan. Enter the owl and the pussycat 070.44
Battle of Danture : a turning point in Sri Lanka history 355.475493
Buddhist crossword puzzles 294.307
Common butterflies of Sri Lanka. (Jayasinghe,Himesh Dilruwan) 598.789095493
Directory of Government Publications in Sri Lanka 2009-2010 011.53
Disanayaka, J. B. Mountain of the butterflies 823

Embattled media : democracy, governance and reform in Sri Lanka 302.23095493
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In addition to this, further reference has been indicated by the reference to See. References
to translators, editors, compilers, compilers, joint authors, and compilers are made using the
See for heading when the heading is not used.

Fx:
Labour migration in Sri Lanka select annotated bibliography (2004-2014)
016.331625493
Gamage, Premila (comp.) See Labour migration in Sri Lanka and select annotated
bibliography (2004-2014)

Lurdu, M. D. Susila (co. author) See Hitthamu, Sagarika

Marasinghe, Lakshman (ed.) See Compilation of selected aspects of the special
laws of Sri Lanka

Nalinie G. A. (tr.) See Wickramasingha, D. P

Subject Index

For a reader searching for information related to a particular subject, the subject index
is important in finding information about the published works on that subject. Here, the
classification number related to each subject is given in front. Therefore, a reader searching
for information can easily access the subject index and obtain relevant information.

Ex:
Accounting 654
Advertising 659.1
Buddhism 2943
Budget : Local administration 352.48
Commerce, communications, transportation 380
Communication 302.2
Diseases : Medicine and health 610|
Finance law 343.034
Geography and travel 910
International relations : Political science 327
Poetry : Sinhalese literature 891.481

Forthcoming publication

The pre-publications from 1990 are printed in yellow as a special part of the National
Bibliography of Sri Lanka. The information provided by the publishers is based on the
publication and book development division of the National Library and Documentation
Services Board in order to obtain the ISBN number during the month in which the National
Bibliography of Sri Lanka is compiled. In this compilation of information, the information
is not presented in detail as in the subject section compilation, and often the subject
classification is also limited to the main class only.
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Table 1: The number of publications included in the National Bibliography of Sri
Lanka from 2005 to 2015

2005 |2543 7.81 |378 7.35 | 1066 10.86 |3987 [8.39
2006 |[3366 10.34 | 509 990 |1169 11.91 |5044 |[10.62
2007 2970 9.13 1480 934 |1012 10.31 |4462 [9.39
2008 | 2717 835 [429 835 829 8.45 13975 |8.37
2009 3124 9.60 |534 10.39 | 1041 10.61 4699 [9.89
2010 |[3076 9.45 [488 9.49 1089 11.09 4653 [9.80
2011 |[2655 8.16 [550 10.70 | 800 8.15 14005 |8.43
2012 | 2911 8.95 [450 8.75 688 7.01 14049 |8.52
2013 [3055 9.39 [548 10.66 | 783 798 14386 |9.23
2014 | 3442 10.58 430 837 812 827 14684 ]9.86
2015 |[2684 8.25 |[344 6.69 |527 537 |3555 [7.48
Total [32543 [100 |5140 |100 9816 100 47499 |[100

According to Table No. 1, the coverage of Sinhala publications is 32543, Tamil 5140, and
English 9816 from 2005 to 2015. Sinhala publications is the highest percentage in 2006
(10.34%), followed by Tamil and English in 2011(10.70%) and 2010, respectively. Table 1
shows that English and Tamil publications are lower than those Sinhala publications.
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Figurel: The number of publications included in the National Bibliography of

Sri Lanka from 2005 to 2015

Although the publications acquired by the National Library are included in the National
Bibliography, not all the monthly local publications are covered by this, a problem faced
in compiling the National Bibliography. In particular, the coverage of Tamil publications is
less than that of Sinhala and English publications.
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In addition to the printed publication, this bibliography is included in the National Library
Digital Repository, so it is convenient for researchers and scholars searching for information.

Conclusion

The National Bibliography of Sri Lanka, which is compiled with the aim of providing quick
and easy access to scholars, researchers, and readers of information published in Sri Lanka,
has become a beneficial source for human and social development.

Selection of books for libraries ; compiling bibliographies ; literature review ; researching
the field of publishing ; gaining an understanding of publications and authors ; being a
research pilot of legal deposit collections, etc. This source is extremely important as a
guidebook for library professionals, i.e., classification, cataloguing, and indexing, as a
basic reference tool for those engaged in research and reference to obtain information about
current publications, and for researchers, scholars, publishers, libraries, and readers who are
searching for the latest information.

The National Bibliography of Sri Lanka was started 60 years ago to maintain a continuous
record of the country’s literary output. Although it is difficult to continue such a national
task, all the staff officers who contributed to the successful continuation of this task should
be commended.

If the printers provided all the publications published in Sri Lanka to the National Archives
Department under the legal deposit system, it would be a national task that would be
performed for the control of the bibliographic, and it would also enable the development of
the quality of the Sri Lankan National Bibliography.

It is very important in global technology to create software that can process the bibliographic
data and try to publish it as an electronic media publication in the future for the National
Bibliography of Sri Lanka, which has done the compilation work for 60 years.
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A bibliometric study on the science publications in Sri Lanka
based on Sri Lanka National Bibliography 2011-2020

Upeksha Kodithuwakku*

Bibliometrics helps to assess the research trends in a discipline. This study examined
the scientific literature written by Sinhala language, included in the Sri Lanka National
Bibliography which is published by the National Library and Documentation Services
board of Sri Lanka. This reference source enables to identify the book titles which published
monthly under the subject headings classified according to the Dewey Decimal classification.
The study covered the National bibliographic period of 2011-2020 with selected 945
cataloguing entries in 120 issues. Though the class 510 is assigned for Maths, under the
500 main class of Science, this study does not observe the titles included in the discipline of
mathematics. Observing the contents of the entries, the author, title, place and name of the
publisher, number of preliminary and other pages, height, price of the book were taken into
account. The inclusion of photos, images and tables were also observed with adding three
keywords were generated by browsing the class number given under each subject heading.
The bibliographic details of 945 entries were entered and analyzed in SPSS and Excel. The
highest number of entries have been published in year 2014 (13.2%) and most of the books
were having 201 or lesser amount of pages (75.98%). Authorship pattern indicated that
single authorship is highly visible (47.8%) and author’s degree of collaboration was 0.17.
To fill the research gap, conducting the continuous studies on various disciplines included
in Sri Lanka national bibliography will provide an insight to annual national output of Sri
Lanka. The studies will pave the way to the authors, intellectuals to reconsider the most

needed subjects and yet hidden areas to produce to the Sri Lankan community.

Keywords: Bibliographies, Bibliometric Studies, Scientific Literature, Sri Lanka
| National Bibliography

*  Senijor Assistant Librarian, Reader Services/ Outreach Services Library, University of Moratuwa



Introduction

The term “Bibliometric” was coined by Alan Pritchard who defined it as, “the application of
mathematics and statistical methods to books and other media of communication” (Pritchard,
1969). According to Lee et al (2022), “this method can provide a macroscopic overview of
large amounts of academic literature, and can also be used to efficiently identify influential studies,
authors, journals, organizations, and countries over time.” To explore and analyze large volumes
of scientific data, it is considered that the bibliometric analysis is a popular and rigorous
method. “It enables to unpack the evolutionary nuances of a specific field, while shedding
light on the emerging areas in that field (Donthu,2021).”

Nearly twenty-five years ago, Bell pointed out that the bibliography “should reflect the
interests and unique characteristics of a country much as a mirror reflects the uniqueness of
an individual (Bell,1998). Agreeing to Bell, International Federation of Library Associations
and Institutions (IFLA), emphasizes that the national bibliography as a tool that record
authoritative and comprehensive national output of a country.

From year 1974 onwards, National Library of Sri Lanka as the sole body, compiles and
publishes the Sri Lanka National Bibliography. The hardworking man power has been
able to bring out monthly volumes of extensive literature of multi disciplines listed under
Dewey decimal classification system. The institution has been able to produce retrospective
volumes which goes back to year 1737. The trilingual current issues consist of forthcoming
publication information which will be helpful for the researchers, authors, publishers,
educational authorities and students to identify upcoming publications on a specific subject
area.

Bibliometric studies have been taken place among several disciplines worldwide and island
wide. Several research studies have been elaborated to realize the value of conducting
such research and to identify timely importance. Akintunde et al (2021), presenting their
study on global scientific literature on effects of covid-19 on mental health imply that the
support should be accord to increase publications and funding low publications in order to
understand vulnerability. This is a good move on rethinking sub disciplines of Science to
improve more publishing.

As the bibliometric studies on books in specific language are rarely presented, a study
emphasized that the “growth of books in the language can be considered as an indicator
of the growing popularity of the language.” Through the findings, the study brings out the
importance of formulating an integrated policy to promote publishing of scientific literature
in language and need for bibliographic control (Chander & Singh,2020)

Focusing on the Sri Lankan context, an analysis was carried out on research publications
in the Journal of National Science foundation of Sri Lanka between 2010 and 2019. The
author pointed out that there was a minimal collaboration between Sri Lankan authors and
foreign authors in presenting journal articles (Johoran, 2020). The less collaboration is
visible throughout the national bibliographic entries. Another study, 127 articles authored
by 182 library professionals published from 2005-2019 of Journal of University Librarians’
Association (JULA) of Sri Lanka were analyzed. This study intended to find out the areas of
improvements needed in library science research in Sri Lanka and on improving the existing
open access journals in light of installing altmetric tools. (Norman Ravikumar, & Ramanan,
2020). During the years, in Library and Information Science discipline, conducting metric
studies have been popular among the researchers.
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Objectives

This study has been conducted to achieve following objectives;
To study the quantitative growth of publications

To analyze the authorship pattern of contributors.

To ascertain most prolific contributor.

To identify the length of pages, height and the price of the entries.
To identify the papers by name and place of the publisher.

To finalize the most published subjects through keywords.

Methodology

This bibliometric analysis is a quantitative study which attempt to analyze the collected data
from Sri Lanka National Bibliography to achieve desired objectives. The entries compiled
for books written in Sinhala language of the discipline of Science which are classified under
the main class 500 has chosen for the study. The 945 cataloguing entries as data has been
extracted from pdf versions of the mentioned reference source. From each entry, Author/s,
title, place and name of publisher, number of preliminary pages and other pages, height and
price and the inclusion of photographs/ pictures/ images/ charts were taken into account.
By scanning the classification number and the subject heading given by the bibliography
compilers, three keywords were entered for each entry. An attempt has been made to conduct
a comparative study of all 120 issues of the bibliographies. The bibliographic details were
recorded and data was analyzed by using SPSS and Excel. Descriptive statistics, frequencies
and cross tabulation were used for analyzing.

Results
Quantitative growth of selected entries by year

Table 1 depicts the year-wise distribution of selected entries in the bibliographies. The
number of selected entries published varied from 71 to 125 during the ten-year period.
The highest number of entries 125 (13.2%) were published in 2014 and the lowest number
71(7.5%) in 2013. A total of 945 entries based on science were published during the ten-year
period spread over 120 issues of bibliographies.

Year Frequency Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
2011 78 8.2 8.2
2012 91 9.7 )
2013 N 7.5 254
2014 125 13.2 38.6
2015 85 9.0 47.6
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2016 05 10.1 57.7
2017 120 P 70.4
2018 107 11.3 81.7
2019 86 9.1 90.8
2020 87 9.2 100.0
Total 945 100.0

Table 1: Frequency distribution of entries by year

Sri Lanka National bibliography contains twelve issues per year. Table 2 indicates the
distribution of entries by each issue. Majority of entries were published in issues 11 which
were compiled during the months of November (118). Least number of entries were
published during the months of February (37).

Table 2: Distribution of entries by year and issue

Issue
Year (1 |2 (3 [4 (5 6 7 |8 |9 10 |11 |12 Total
2011 1{ 4] 6] 7| 12 41 2| 5 9 11| 12 5 78
2012 6| 1| 7| 7 7 8 4| 9 41 10 17| 11 91
2013 51 2| 5| 5 4 8|1 14| 1 5 8 6 8 71
2014 [ 11| 6| 5] 18 4 41 18| 13| 12| 11| 14 9 125
2015 91 2| 5| 10 6 71 9| 5 71 5[ 17 3 85
2016 71 2| 7| 6 5( 10 10| 8| 11 9 9 11 95
2017 9 5] 18| 10| 11 2( 16 12 6 13 71 11 120
2018 6( 4| 6| 14| 10| 10| 7| 4 91 6| 17| 14 107
2019 | 14| 2 31 11 41 6| 6 41 4| 13| 17 86
2020 | 11| 9| 7| 2 7 71 71 6| 101 5 6| 10 87
Total (79 |37 [ 68| 82| 77| 64| 93| 69| 77| 82| 118| 99 945

Table 3 indicates that the average number of scientific articles per volume was 94.5 and the
average number of articles per issue was 7.9

Table 3: Average number of articles per volume and issue

Total No. of Articles Average
No. of Volumes 10 945 94.5
No. of issues 120 945 7.9

Length of books (year-wise)

Table 4 indicates the range of pages covered by books year wise. Highest number of pages
(75.98%) covered the page range of 1-201 and lowest number of pages (0.11%) covered
805-1205 range of pages.

Table 4: Length of articles year wise.
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Length of books

Year 1-201 | 202-402 [ 403-603 | 604-804 | 805-1205 | Total | Percentage%)
2011 54 20 3 0 EE 8.25
2012 69 21 1 0 o o1 9.63
2013 53 17 1 0 o 71 7.51
2014 94 26 2 3 ol 125 13.23
2015 67 17 1 0 o 85 8.99
2016 73 18 4 0 o 95 10.05
2017 120 0 0 0 o[ 120 12.70
2018 54 45 8 0 o[ 107 11.32
2019 67 16 3 0 o] 86 9.10
2020 67 17 3 0 o 87 9.21
Total 718 197 26 3 1] 945 100.00
Or;frcemage 7598 20.85| 275| 032 0.11| 100

Author distribution

Table 5 indicates that the single authorship (77.7%) was prominent during 2011-2020.
Corporate authorship is also visible (11%) during the period.

Table 5: Author distribution

No. of Authors Frequency Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
Single 734 B o 77.7
Double 56 5.9 83.6
Corporate Author 104 11.0 94.6
Adapter 2 0.2 94.8
Compiler 29 3.1 97.9

Editor 20 2.1 100.0

Total 945 100.0

Authorship pattern of articles year-wise

Analysis of authorship pattern of the articles reveals that the articles of the single authors
were more than those double authors. Table 6 shows that out of the 945 book entries, 83%
have been contributed by single author including adapter, editor or compiler and only 17%
contributed from double authorship including corporate authorship. Overall trend indicates
that the single authorship dominated over multiple authorship.
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Table 6: Authorship pattern of articles year-wise

Authorship Pattern

Year

Single (Includes | Double (Includes | Total

adapter, editor, | corporate author)

compiler)
2011 70 8 78
2012 81 10 91
2013 63 8 71
2014 91 34 125
2015 73 12 85
2016 86 S 95
2017 94 26 120
2018 86 21 107
2019 68 18 86
2020 73 14 87
Total 785 160 945
Percent-
age (%) 83.0 17.0 100

Authorship pattern with degree of collaboration (DC)

Subramanyam (1982) suggested a formula to calculate the degree of collaboration among

authors as follows: DC: NM/Nm+Ns

Nm=Number of multiple authors publications

Ns=Single authors Publications

The analysis revealed that the author’s degree of collaboration in scientific publications of
Sri Lanka National Bibliography ranged from 0.27 to 0.10 during the years of 2011-2020 as
depicted in table 7. The average degree of collaboration for this publication is 0.17.

Table 7: Author s degree of collaboration

Year NS NM C(NM/NM+NS)
2010 70 8 0.10
2011 81 10 0.11
2012 63 8 0.11
2013 91 34 0.27
2014 73 12 0.14
2015 86 9 0.09
2016 94 26 0.22
2017 86 21 0.20
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2018 68 18 0.21
2019 73 14 0.16
2020 70 8 0.10
Total 785 160 MV=0.17

Most prolific contributors

Considering the first author of the entries, there were prolific contributors who had
contributed with ten or more books each as presented in Table 8.

Table :8 Most prolific contributors

Rank Author No. of contributions
1 Basnayake, Hemachandra 28
2 Ariyasinghe, K. 27
3 Biyanwila, Ariyadasa 24
4 Thilakarathne, Weerathunga P. 23
5 Wijayathilaka, K. 20
6 Pelendage, Lakshman 16
7 Wijewickrama, Jayantha 19
8 Sudasinghe, G.C. 12
9 Dharmakeerthi, Nandana 11
10 Ihala Koddippili, Jayarathne 10
10 Ranathunga, Aruna Bandara

10

Height of the book

Among the entries of the books, the height of the books ranges from 18cm to 35 cm. The
height of the majority of books were 21 cm (22.2%) as presented in table 9. The height of
two books were 33 cm and 35 cm.
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Table: 9 Height of the book

Height of
the book Fre- Cumulative
(cm) quency | Valid Percent Percent

18 13 1.4 1.4
19 8 8 2.2
20 47 5.0 7.2
21 210 22.2 29.4
22 88 9.3 38.7
23 7 7 39.5
24 152 16.1 55.6
25 74 7.8 63.4
26 15 1.6 65.0
27 23 2.4 67.4
28 100 10.6 78.0
29 140 14.8 92.8
30 66 7.0 99.8
33 1 1 99.9
35 1 1 100.0
Total 945 100.0

Table 10 implies the books with charts, photos, figures and tables. Among 945 entries of
books, majority of books (73.8%) consists of either one of the graphical presentations
where only a few of books (26.2%) do not bear any.

Table: 10 Inclusion of graphical presentations ex, photos, graphs, charts, figures

Cumulative
Status Frequency Valid Percent Percent
No 248 26.2 26.2
Yes 697 73.8 100.0
Total 945 100.0

The pricing of books is presented in the table 11. Majority of books are priced lesser than
Rs. 1000.00. Only one book has priced more than Rs.5000.00
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Table: 11 Pricing of books

Price of the book (Rs.) Frequency Valid Percentage %
0-1000 930 98.5%
1001-2001 8
2002-3002 4
3003-4003 1
4004-5004 1
5005-6005 1
Total 945 100.0
Place of Publisher

The venue of the publication is important in a bibliographic entry as it will be useful for
a reader to locate the book physically. According to the table 12, majority of books have
been published in Colombo. Many publishing places include the suburbs of Colombo city
which will be due to the centralize of resources and marketing purposes.

Table: 12 Place of publisher

Place of Publisher | Number of entries

Colombo 339
Nugegoda 125
Dankotuwa 63
Maharagama 55
Nelundeniya 34
Battaramulla 29
Hikkaduwa 25
Mulleriyawa 17
Panadura 14
Pannipitiya 13
Rajagiriya 13
Kottawa 11
Kandy 10

Subject identification through a given classification number

The Sri Lanka National Bibliography is arranged according to the Dewey decimal
classification. The system follows throughout the issues of the books which made easy for
user accessible. Table 13 shows that the majority of authors have presented general science
books which are under education and research which bear the classification numbers of
507,507.6. These books are providing questions and answers to a specific subject and
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especially target the schooling community of the country. Physics, Chemistry, Universe
and birds were the other subject among them. As the research study was based on science,
the future authors can identify the scope of the discipline and submit their work on related
disciplines as well.

Table 13: Subject identification through the classification number

Dewey Decimal clas- [ No. of times
sification number used

507 73
507.6 183
530.076 44
540.76 82
570.76 5
523.1 15
598 15

Subject identification through created keywords

During the study three keywords were assigned for each entry where necessary. The
keywords were extracted from online Dewey. The table 14 indicates the eight most used
keywords during the study.

Table :14 Keywords identification

Keyword 1 Keyword 2 Keyword 3

1 | Astronomy Astronomical objects and | Biography-Scientists
astrophysics Mammals

2 | Biology Education and Biology-examinations
Research-General Science

3 | Botany Education and Chemistry-Examinations
Research-Chemistry

4 | Chemistry Education-Biology Climatology and weather

5 | General Science | Education-Physics Elephants

6 | Geology Geology, Hydrology Organic Chemistry-Questions and
Meteorology answers

7 | Physics History, geographic treat- | Questions and Answers-General
ment, biography Science

8 | Zoology Mammals Review and Exercise-Physics

Discussion

Considering the average number of articles per issue (7.9%) it is visible that the Sri Lanka
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National Bibliography has maintained the quantitative growth of bibliographic entries
during 2011-2020. The highest number of book entries 125 (13.2%) has been published
in year 2014 where in year 2013 the lowest amount of book entries 71 (7.5%) have been
published. The number of science related book publishing marks a downfall in year 2020
(9.2%) indicating that the consideration is thoroughly needed on science publications.
Focusing on issues of the bibliographies, month November (118) marks the highest number
of entries and month March as the lowest (37).

Regarding the authorship pattern, the bibliographic entries consists of various authors. To
consider single authorship, the editors, adapters, compilers were categorized in one group.
Majority of the single authorship is visible in year 2017 and multiple authors including
corporate authors were higher in year 2014. The analysis revealed that the author’s degree
of collaboration in scientific publications ranged from 0.27 to 0.10 during the years of 2011-
2020 and the average degree of collaboration for this publication is 0.17. Depending on
the first authors, ten authors have been considered as most prolific contributors who had
contributed with ten or more books

Highest number of pages (75.98%) covered the page range of 1-201 and lowest number
of pages (0.11%) covered 805-1205 range of pages. In year 2017 whole articles of volume
were compromised of 1-201 pages. The height of the books ranges from 18cm to 35 cm.
The height of the majority of books were 21 cm (22.2%). The photos, charts, figures or
graphs were included in many books (73.8%).

The book entries have mentioned the keywords related to “General Science” mostly. Among
the keywords more attention has been offered to the sub disciplines of Chemistry, Physics,
Botany, Biology, Geology and related subjects.

Sri Lanka National Bibliography is a very useful reference source and a documentation
tool in Sri Lankan scenario. Library and Information Science professionals, researchers,
students and beginners have been focused by various researchers in different aspects in
studies. Several studies have been conducted on the Sri Lanka National Bibliography and
those studies are valuable for past, present and future researches. Individual authorship is
much higher than collaborative authorship and authors can make significant contributions to
studies conducted in the discipline of Science.

Conclusions

The purpose of this study was to measure bibliometric features of scientific literature
included in the Sri Lanka National Bibliography and to achieve prescribed objectives through
quantitative analysis. The bibliometric analysis of a reference source which is available
both online and print platforms are very useful to browse information and conduct more
research studies. The book entries will showcase scholarly publishing which can be used for
academic purposes not only for academics and researchers but for other educational sector
officials. The compilation of bibliographic entries is a long process which offers methodical
recording of subjects. The bibliography as a reference tool provides information to the
authors, compilers, publishers, vendors, students and many in the community. Conducting
studies on various disciplines of the bibliography will be important for information seekers to
identify Sri Lankan publishing industry. The Sri Lankan authors should present more books
on their findings and at the same time should try to present other languages and cultures
through their writings. This study is helpful for librarians, researchers, readers, publishers
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and authors to identify the publishing pattern and new perspectives on the discipline of
Science. The area of further research should focus on conducting comparative studies of
multi disciplines and should try to present bibliography as a useful reference tool for the
public.
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